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aoP7The never-ceasing desire of getting as much 
matter into sixteen regular pages, as makes 18 or 
20, generally causes us to bave a large quantity in 
type. Thus situated at present, to regain the use 
of some of our type, we issue a half sheet as sup- 
PUEMENTARY to the last number of the Reeisren. 

We have thrown Mr. Adams’ letter to Mr. Er- 
ving into the last of our sheet, that yet further do- 
cuments concerning our relations with Spain may 
immediately follow it, in our next. We shall use 
our small type for these, and publish them in a 
supplement—though few will read them, no one 
wouid be pleased with their omission, as they may 
be wanted for reference. 

(Cp We hav~acollection of items of foreign news, 
needful to be preserved, bat which must be post. 
poned. There is nothing important among them, 
however, except an account’of the decease of the 
queen of England—-the old lady died on the 17th of 
November; and some speculations, &c. about Bona. 
parte, and a rumored discovery of a plan to effect 
his escape. 





The committee of the house of representatives, 
for investigating the affairs of the bank of the 
United States, having finished their business at 
Philadelphia the day before Chrisimas, it seems 
agreed among themselves that messrs. Spencer, 
Jiurwell and AP Lane, should proceed to look into 
things at Baltimore; Mr. Lowndes, to take » peep 
mto the office at Washington city; and Mr. 7'yler, 
to examine the state of the concern at Richsnond. 
All we yet know is—that the committee jointly, as 
well as since its separation, has been jointly and 
severally, with great apparent industry, employed 
on the subjects submitted to their consideration. 
Their report may be expected next week. 

If all the statements, reports, declarations, noti- 
fications, exculpations, refutatiows, and as many 
other ations as would fill ten -or twelve lines re 
Jating to banks, which have appeared within the 
Jast three or four months were published in the 
JtecrsTErR, the doggrel of Jonathan’s visit to town 
might be taken for a motto: 

“He swore he couldn't see the town, 
There were so many Aouses!” 

Or, in honest Paddy’s phrase, there would be 
‘so much about them that there would be nothing 
at ali in the paper.” 

The people are alive to this great concern and wiil 

svectify it. 





The bank of the United States has declared a 
dividend of two and a half per cent. for the last six 
months. This is well. If the first dividend had 
been at this rate, it would have prevented many 
injurious impressions. 

Things are turned topsy turvey. Banks that other- 
Wise stand fair and make the lowest dividends, are 
considered the best! 





A number of the state banks are crying peccavi, 
OV account of the oppresstons of the bank of the 
United States, ag they call them, Let us be just 
~—if, as at Cincinnati, any of them are “over head 
and ears” indebted to the bank of the United 
Vor. XV. ——-97, 
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States, let thera pay up, and then grumble—but 
funtil then hold their peace, lest they be suspectect 
of impudence; and of craving for themse!ves that 
which they never extended to others; in similet 
circumstances, 


It is stated that most of the “Independen: 
Banks” of Kentucky, lately represented in conven. 
tion at Glasgow, when it was resolved to suspen‘! 
specie payments, have refused to ratify said pro 
ceedings, and continue to pay specie as thereto- 
fore! 





“Two or three” banks in Ohio, still pay snecie—- 
but there are very few of their notes in circu- 
lation. This state is a prey to Jew-brokers anc! 
bank directors, more, perhaps, than any other. 
The legislature is disposed to try to do eomethinz 
to sof:en the operations of the system. To retire 
their notes from circulation and make a shew of sol- 
vency, it is said that some of the banks hav 
given written obligations to the branches of the 
U.S. bank, for very large amounts. Bank directors 
ought not to vote on uny question touching an en- 
quiry into the conduci of such institutions, in any 
legisiative body. 





‘ 


Error corrected! —*Whose palace is that?” said a 
British tourist to a stage driver, just leaving a lit- 
tle village us they passed an elegant mansion. “It 
is the president’s,” replied the stage driver. “Tiie 
president’s!—why, zounds,I thought the presidens 
lived in Washington city.” ‘So one of them does,” 
sail the stage driver, with perfect composure—- 
“but the president [ mean, is not the president of 
the United States; he is president of the Moonshine 
Bank?” 

oP The above may have manv tocations, without 
the lcast injury to the point of the story. 





Money is scarce in Europe. In Russia, Prussia, 
Austria and Spain, ali supremely blessed with a 
“naiional currency,”’—of paper, the circulating 
medium might bear a couiparison with the notes 
of the Owl Creek bank, except there is a hope that 
it may get better by anc bye. The interest 
for money has raised in the Wetherlands—it is worth 
5 per cent. at .dmsterdam, aid 7 12 ut drtwerp— 
and at Hamburg is quoted at ten. Franee slsotecis « 
pressure—her 5 per cent. stocks are at 69, but they 
are sold for cash; the 3S per cents tn ssngland 
are at 77 to 78—and they are nominal, or if realiy 
sold at that price, paid for in paper. In that goun- 
try also, there is a project to ratse the current va- 
lue of the precious metals considerably above the 
standard value. This is a sorry eapedient—it may 
afford a temporary relief, but will be productive of 
permanent injury. 











Counterfeits. A gentleman residing on the Mis- 
souri, on our returning to hiesa cuunterfeit bill, 
observes—"“that most genuine notes are as reilly 
counterfeits as any other!” Indeed, some of the 
deceptions are worthy of slight-ofthand-men. A 
person this day paid us a wove, which he receiy- 
ed as having been issued at Philadelphia—anJd «, 





it was; but, unfortunaieiy for him, it was *.\> 2 
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Philadelphia;”—the “new”? printed very small and 
the “Phiiadelphia” very /erge—ad capiandum! Is 
this right—is it, indeed, law/ul? 

Several plates fur making bank notes, and many 
notes partially manzfuctured, were found deposited 
in a hollow log, in Hopkins county, Ky. A fellow 
named Bayley has also been detected with six 
other plates for making notes, in bis possession. * 

A famous counterfeiter, named Briggs, has been 
detected at Boston. He had a large assortment 
of bills—from twenty to twenty five, of different 
denominations, on different banks! We do not 

hink it necessary to particularize them. Many 
genuine bills are «as much counterfeits as those 
found in the possession of Briggs. But the makers 
of the former escape, whilst this little dealer is 
pusished!!—So mvcu For A NAME. 

Lerrifying. One of the banks at New Yerk re- 
ceived twenty-two 100 dollar bills of the Bank of 
Aimerica (a bank in that city), and another bank re- 
ceived ove cr two more from the same manufactory 
-~Which were altered from some other denomina- 
tion. Crimes connected with banking, multiply 
upon us as time rolls on, like a snow bail and the 
wisest heads of our country are needful to check 
their progress, whether committed by incorporated 
speculators in open day, or gaugs of unincorpo- 
rated scoundrels in the dark. 


— 


State of Afaryland and United States’ bank. 

lt is well known that the state of Maryland, le- 
vied atax wpon the branch of the bank of the U- 
nited States, located at Baltimore, and that ail the 
banks in this city are in like manner taxed. The 
case Is yet undecided; a letter from Annapolis, of 
the 19h ult, says—*The house this day decided 
on the expediency of employing counsel in the case 
of the resistance of the United States bank, to the 
taxation imposed upon that institution by the le- 
gislaiure of this state; and passed an order re- 
questing the governor and council to employ what 
number of counsel they shall judge expedient to 
yaanazge on the part of the state, the case of ‘‘Jumes 
PV. AV Culloh vs. the state of Maryland and John 
James,” beingran appeal from the court of appeals 
cn the Western Shore, to the supreme court of the 
Uniied States; it having been decided in the former 
court, that the said bank was constitutionally liable 
to taxaUion, which is the question on which the ap- 
peal is made.” 

The “letter from the secretury of the treasury, trans- 
miiting sundry statements from the bank of the United 
States, of its concerns and transactions, in obedience 
to the resolution of the senate of the 15th April last,” 
though read in senate on the 7th of last month, was 
not printed and laid on the desks of the members 
of congress until Wednesday the 6th instant! It 
contains about as much matter as would fill three 
or four pages of the RxzGIsTer. Put, we were 
favored, at three distant periods, with three ex- 
tracts from, or abstracts of, this “letter®—the rea- 
cer may find them in) pufes 282, 328 and 345 of 
te present volume, and fut them together to pet “a 
-w of the whole ground,” as welias hecan, We 
unkly confess, we are not pleased with the dila- | 
ory, balf-way mauner in which the letter has reach- 
ed us: the meagre facts it contains have lost much 
of their interest aud utility by it. 

At present, perhaps, as the report of the com- 
mittee of investigation may be speedily expected, 
it is not necessary to'say much about those things 
which are not mentioned in either of the three arti- 
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imporiant—the whole amount of US. stock paid in, 
as capital of this bank, was $15,872,610 66. See 
what we said about this in Vol. XIV of the Reais 
rer, page 20. The amount which it was expected 
would have been paid in, was—twenty-one millions, 
The table that exhibits the preceding is a curious 
one—it calls the deposites and discounts, “‘stock- 
notes and all”?—corn! The bank still holds 430,926 
dollars 60 cents, of the funded debt, besides the 5 
per cent. stock created for a part of its capital, and 
its whole capital is given at $34,972,568 63. 

It is evident that this letter was not satisfactory to 
the senate, else that body would not have so long 
deferred acting upon the nomination of the presi- 
dent; who, eight or ten days ago, recommended a 
re-appointment of the old directors—as stated in 
another article below. They were willing, at 
least, to hear the report of the committee of the. 
house of representatives. 


On Wednesday, the 30th ult. the senate had 
under consideration the nomination of the presi- 
dent for directors of the bank of the United States, 
onthe part of the government, the five old direc- 
tors, Messrs. Jones, Butler, Connelly, Williams and 
Browne. The secret proceedings of that body on 
this subject have somehow leaked out—it appears 
that a motion was madeto suspend these appoint- 
ments until the result of the recent enquiry bythe 
house of representatives should be known.—This 
was opposed with great warmth—it would sanc- 
tionthe imputations thrown upon the directors, 
might cause the turning out of Mr. Jones from the 
presidency, ;&c.—but, by the yeas and nays, there 
appeared 20 for and 14 against the postponement. 

The election by the stockholders coming on at 
Philadelphia on the 4th and Sth inst. the following 
gentlemen were appointed directors of the institu- 
tion, for the ensuing year: 

William Jones, Joseph Dugan 
James C. Fisher, James Schott, 
John Sergeant, Henry Toland, 
John Bolton,of Savan-2? Langdon Cheves, “t 
nah, g Charleston, 
Joshua Lippincott, John Potter. of ditto. 
John Coulter, John Oliver, uf Baltimore 
John Lisle, Geo. Williams, of ditto. 
Gustavus Calhoun, Geo. Hoffman, of ditto. 
John Connel’v, Archibald Gracie, of g 


Daniel Lammot, New York. 
Charles Chauncey, 

And at a meeting of the directors, on the even- 
ing of the 6th inst. William Jones, esq. was unani- 
mously re-elected president. 

Those marked in italic are threeof the gentle- 
men heretofore appointed by the president and 
senate. An opposition ticket was run, but it re- 
ceived only about one third of the votes given. It 
was the design of some to have made Mr. Cheves 
the president. 

OPPuUGNATION. From Philadelphia papers—A 
statement has eppeared in the National Intelligen- 
cer, and has been re-published in the newspapers, 
generally, purporting to be extracted from a report 
from the treasury department, respecting the state 
and condition of the bank of the United States, on 
the 30th of September last. 

The statement of debts due to the bank of the 
United States, is introduced with the following re- 
marks:— 

“The amount of debts due “from banks paying 
“snecie” to the bank, and several branches, and 








cles referred to. The following seems the most 


“the notes of banks paying specie, on hand, after 
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“deducting therefrom the amounts due by the 
“bank and its branches to the said banks, respec- 
“tively, is thus stated: 

‘At Philadelphia $1,745,375 73.” 

From this statement, a belief prevails, that the 
state banks of this city were indebted that amount 
to the bank of the United States, on the 30th of 
September last. To counteract this impression, 
and to give the public correct infoymation on the 
subject, the undersigned ¢ashiers of the City Ranks, 
and of the bank of the Northern Liberties, met at 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ bank, on the 2d of 
January, 1819, and reported the balances of the 
accounts of their respective institutions, with the 
bank of the United States, as they stood on the 
30th of September last; from which it appeared, 
that taking the several debits against the bank of 
the United States, and giving it the several cre- 
dits to which it was entitled with the banks afore- 
said, the bank of the United States, on that day, 
was collectively indebted to them the sum of 
$49,829 14. 

ffenry Drinker, 
Elihu Chauncey, 
Quintin Campbell, 
Henry Kuhl, 

Philadelphia, Jan. 2d, 1819. 

(7 Editors who have re-published the statement 
from the National Intelligencer, will please to in- 
sert the above in their Pespective papers. 

The Democratic Press, as a “communication,” says 
—we are authorised to say, that the statement al- 
juded to in the publication of the cashiers of the 
state banks in the city of Philadelphia and Northern 
Liberties, dated 24 inst. not having been furnished 
by the bank of the United States to the treasury 
department, ts incorrect. 

Jan. 5, 1819. 

The National Intelligencer, of Thursday last, on 
publishing the preceding statement, says— 

“Let it should be supposed the error, if any, 
rests on our shoulders, we transcribe from the re- 
port, verbatim, all that relates to the amount of 
debts due the bank ofthe United States, at Phila- 
delphia, as follows: 

To bank of the United States, viz: 

In London, Paris and Amster- 
dam, $1,530,576 04 

For the funded debt, 
part of the capital 7,430,926 60 

For bills discounted, 8,854,089 62 
From sundry banks, 3 
(paying specie,) 

$2,079,485 77 

For notes of 
sundry banks 
do.on hand, 455,284 57 


Samnl. Wilcox, 

J, Williams, 

D. Mandeville, 
Thos. Wilson. 





2,534,770 34 
Ded’ct am’t 
due sundry 
banks, (pay- 


Ng specie) 789 594 61 





1,745,375 75 





Debfte due bank UV. States, at Phi- 
ladelphia, $19,540,967 99 

Having done thus much justice to the Philadel- 
phia state banks and to ourselves, we will only 
add, in justica.to the bank of the United States, 
that it is very obvious that the “amount due from 
sundry banks” at Philadelphia, does not mean 


owing balances to the bank at Philadelphia. There 

is, therefore, no incompatibility whatever between 

the statement of the bank of the United States, 

and the above statement of thePhiladelphia banks.” 

_ [Now, as the United States bank was really in- 

debted to the Philadelphia banks, collectively, 

there seems to be no way of reconciling the anpa- 

rently discording statements, but in believing 
that by the amount due at Philadelphia it was 

meant to include the sums deposited in several of 
the state banks, but passed to the credit of the 
United States on the books of the mother bank, ia 
that city, (which shew an amount of about 880,090 
dollars, see page 328) andthe notes of some “spe- 
cie paving” banks yet on hand, which the U. States’ 
bank received when it first commenced its opera- 
tions: for it is believed that the bank ofthe United 
States at Philadelphia, has not received the notes 
of any of the state banks, except those in that city, 
and in New York and Boston, &c. which there is no 
sort of cifficuliy in passing off, in the present siate 
of the trade of the country. But, great is the mys- 
tery of banking: the initiated, only, can teil us how 
itis—if they please. Ep. rze.] 





The Pennsylvania litter. A Harrisburg paper 
publishes tire yeas and nays in the house of re- 
}presentatives of that state, when the ‘bill for re- 
gulating banks,” was enacted into a law in defiance 
of the opposition of gov. Snyder—as follows: 
Extract from the Journal of the house of representi- 
tives for the session of 1813-14, page 534. 
Agreeably to the order of the day, the house 
proceeded to re-consider the bill entitled “an act 
regulating banks,” returned by the governor with 
his objections to its passage. 
And on the question being put shall this bill 
pass? the yeas and nays were taken agreeable to 
the first article of the constitution, and are as fol- 
iows, Viz.— ) 
Yras.— Messrs. 


Allshouse Jordan Pruner 
Bean Kerr P. Reed 
Bollincer Krebs Reigart 
Barchtield Kremef Rinker 
Clunn Law Robinette 
Deckbert Lawrence Rothrock 
Dickerson Lightner Sellers 

Dingman D. Maclay Sergeant 
Elimaker J. Maclay hindle 
Feger W. Marks Sheaver 
Ferguson G. Murs R. Smith 

Fuster Maxweil S Smith 
Graff M’Call Souder 

Grosh NM’Comb Sterne 

Heart Metsger Stevenson 
J. Hays Miller toy 

S. Hays Miilikin Wallace 

Heaton Jac. Mitchell Watson 
Harrington Jas. Mitchell Weston 

tleston J.S. Mitchell Winters—and 
Hudson Plumer St. Clair, speaker 
Hyde Potts — 65 

Naxys.— Messrs, ‘ 

Adams Duane Murray 

Bond Fackenthall Powell 

Brooke Frysinger J. Reed 

Carter Harris Reiff 

sheyney Heckert Roland 
Connelly Hindman Rupert 
Courtney Holmes Sutherland—and 
Darlington M’Coy Thompson—24 


op We would respectfully suggest to the editd? 





banks én Philadelphia, but includes all other banks 


of the Harrisburg Chronicte an attempt to ascertain 
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what number of those persons who voted in the 
affirmative were made presidents, cashiers and di- 
rectors—and how many of their relatives were 
provided for, by the operation of the act? 

Vermont. Two banks were authorised by the 
lewislature of this state at its late session. The 
capitals are about 100,000 dollars each; security 
is required for the good conduct of the directors, 
and twelve per cent. interest to be paid on any 
bills or notes of the banks which are refused to 
be paid with coin, on demand—with power in the 
supreme court to declare the charter forfeited in 
certain contingencies. 





\WAY¥S AND MEANS—STATE OF THE COUNTRY—ISSUE. 
The curses of the paper system are falling heavily 
upon the people—and to relieve them, powerful ef- 
forts are making to seduce congress to become ma- 
nufacturers of paper money. Scheme follows 
scheme, and project is heaped upon project—some 
of sehich out-do Laws’ famous Mississippi balloon- 
ing in France, or the not much less celebrated 
South sea bubble in England. Projectors will ex- 
ist in every age; and men will build castles in the 
air and support them by calculation, and do away 
the results of experience by hypothecated facts. 
‘There are many also, that, if a thing “will do for 
the present,” care nothing about the future. 

The swccess of the paper currency in Great Bri- 
taia is constantly referred to, to induce us to adopt 
it. It bas succeeded there, with a vengeance!— 
in less than thirty years it has raised the cost of 
supporting the foor to an amount equal to what 
was required to support the governmeni/—it has 
enabled the disciples of Pitt to extend their influ- 
ence to the utiermost parts of the hab:table world, 
and wade knee deep in the blood of nations!—to 
depopulate vast countries in Asia, and destroy 
mittions of men in Europe!—but en‘ailed eternal 
inisery at home, unless relieved by a civil war, in 
which there will be a cutting of the throats of 
princes and priests, and their panders and parti- 
zans! The debt never can be paid—and when mo- 
ney takes the place of paper, the interest must fail 
—for we have seen that the people cannot pay the 
taxes in such a siate of things. Yes—the system 
has succeeded in England!—it has succeeded in 
the subversion of every thing like “beri, which the 
rapacity of its rulers had yet left to that country: 
it has suceceded in the annihilation of a yeomanry, 
which, thir'y years ago, was an ornament of human 
nature.tAnd it is tAis system which is held up for 
the imitation of Rerusnican AmMeRIca!—now en 
joving profound peace, and the most ample resour- 
ces, with ali the elasticity of youth and power of 
sman!.ood—proviced only, her means are rightfully 
used. 

it our country has over-traded, we must meet 
its consequences, If the evils we suffer come out 
of unreasonable issues ¢f paper—shall we remedy 
ahem by making more paper? Before any scheme 
for this purpose is ‘adopted, we hope that a solemn 
nwause wil} be made, to consider whether procrasu- 
netiOn will rot add to ofr difficulties at the day of 
se tilemen{—WHiil EVERY BUDY KNOWS MUST COME: 
way itnot come upon us in the “night sesson”’—in 
tpne cf war, or sume other public calamity, when, 
us was the case in Great Britain, instead of lessen- 
ig the vesxp of trouble, we may be compelied to 
‘crease i'?)~=«Now ts the best time to rcheve our- 
SETYEeS and purge ine country of speculation—the 
present tiie only is ours. Let noithe work of re- 
iimation be iispeded by any exrpedient—we are 


a 


able to bear the operation, and the sooner it is over 
the better. Whilst it endures, we must remaia 
stationary; but the cure being effected, we may 
advance again. : 

Persons residing in towns have, generally, a very 
faint idea of the distress that prevails in some 
parts of the country—the product of years of in- 
dustrious economy is swept away by the genius of 
speculation, rapacious as the grave, cold and unfeel. 
ing asdeath! Hundreds of late happy and late in- 
dependent farmers, by the whoredoms of the sys- 
tem, are driven from their homes and made bank- 
rupts and béggars' ‘These people are greatly to 
be pitied; but their imprudence is as reprehensible 
as the authors of their wrong are detestable. The 
amount of destruction is awful—but if it serves as 
& monument to warn the people hereafter;if it causes 
every reflecting farmer typically to take his infant 
son to the altar, and there make him swear “eter- 
nal enmity’’ to speculation, teaching him to con- 
fide in the good old way of money making, by ho- 
nest labor—future happiness may be hoped for to 
compensate present misery. Ihave just heard 
a plain story about the sale of a farm in Pennsylva- 
nia, by the sheriff, for nine thousand dollars, at the 
instigation of a neighboring bank, which was worth 
at least twenty five thousand. And thus the sys- 
tem is consummating every where, in making no- 
bles and paupers. 

The issue must be—that our paper money making 
shops will go down, by dozens; money rise to its le- 
gitimate value, and economy supply the waste which 
prodigality has caused. 








Correspondence with Spain. 

The American people have always had good rea- 
son to congratulate themselves upon the ability of 
their diplomatic characters, at home and abroad. 
Jefferson’s correspondence with Hammond, Madi- 
son’s with Rose, and the communications of our 
ministers at Ghent, are proud specimens of the ta- 
lents of our countryi:.en, and have commanded the. 
respect of all who read them. Mr. Adams’ letter 
to Mr. Erving, in reply to M. Pizarro’s note, does 
not sufter perhaps, in a comparison with any of 
these—it is nervous and graceful, always intelli- 
gent and sometimes sublime; and cannot fail of 
having great efiect upon every honest man. It 
clearly sets forth the nature and spirit of our con- 
duci in Florida, and abundantly proves that Spain, 
instead of having cause of complaint against us, 
must be cons dered as the agyressor! Retribution 
is demanded wiih firmness, tempered with forbear- 
ance. Mr. Adams speaks as the organ of a nation 
sensible of its own power to redress its own 
wrongs-~-yet loath to appeal to force to obtain 
what reason and justice should voluntarily give to 
our hand. bui—we hope every one will deliberate- 
ly read the letter for himself. 

By this exposition the government has identified 
itself with general Jackson, sanctioning all his pre- 
ceedings in the Inte campaign. There was some- 
thing very repulsive to the humane mind in the exe- 
cution of Arbuthnot and .imbrieter, after their pow- 
er to do injury seemed to be at an end; but those 
who have spoken of these executions as murders, 
have mentally applied the rules of what is called 
civilized War ‘o parties in a controversy that disa- 
vow thcinm—ruthless savages, sparing neither age 
nor séx; who burn prisoners to death, and dash 
out the brains of captured infants! The unfortu- 
nate Exeuisnmen are ‘ess to be pitied than any of 





ihe indians who fell in the conteste-they knew bet- 


. Siew a 





NILES’ REGISTER —JANUARY 9, 1819—CONGRESS. 


565 


A 








eT 


ter; and were undoubtedly, the chief supporters, if 
not the very authors, of the savage-negro war. 
Spain, herself, would have executed them under 
her colonial system, if her officers in Florida had 
done their duty—if she herself had not sanctioned 
the proceedings of Nicholls, Woodbine and the 
rest of the banditti that so long infested that coun- 
try, wantonly to murder and annoy the citizens of 
the United Statcs. TheCreek war which has swept 
half the nation from the face of the earth, the in- 
fernal massacre at Fort Mimms, &c. &c, was caused 
by these wretched men— and the fact stated by 
Mr. Adams is worthy of great attention, wherein 
he tells us that every Indian war we have had, had 
its origin in a foreign influence. If any men ever 
deserved death for crimes committed, Arbuthnot 
and Ambrister justly suffered; and the example 
may prevent arecurrence of their horrible offences, 
in other quarters. {t may prevent an extensive In- 
dian war on the Missouri and Upper Mississip- 
pi, and save the lives of thousands—checking a 
spirtt of trade that would deluge the wilderness 
with the blood of men for a pack of beaver skins. 
We are not sufficiently learned in the law to speak 
in a.lawyer-like manner upon the legality of gen. 
Jackson’s proceedings—but must believe that Ar- 
buthnot and Ambrister justly merited death, leaving 
the question to be decided by others whether in 
its manner it was just or not. 





: — 
CONGRESS. 
IN SENATE, 

Jun. 4. The following message was received from 
the president of the United States, by Mr. J. J. 
Monroe his private secretary. 

To the Senate of the United Svates. 

1 lay before the senate a report from the secre- 
tary of state, accompanied with a copy of a letter 
from governor Rabun, which was not communi- 


cated on a former occasion from that department. 
JAMES MONROE, 





January 4, 1819. 

The message and accompanying documents were 
read, and four hundred copies thereof ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Tichenor submitted a motion to call on the 
secretary of war for a statement of the effective 
force of the military establishment; a statement of 
the different posts and garrisons, the number of 
troops in each; also the number of artillerists, the 
number and callibre of the ordnance at each post, 
&e. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to provide for the more convenient organiza- 
tion of the courts of the United States, and the 
appointment of circuit judges—the following mo- 
tion made by Mr. Burbour, when the subject was 
up before, being still under consideration. 

** Resolved, That the bill be recommitted to the 
committee that brought it in, with instructions so 
to amend it as to abolish the circuit courts and 
transfer their jurisdiction to the district courts, to 
authorise an appeal directly from such courts to 
the supreme court, and to enlarge the right of ap- 
peal by reducing the amount on which that right 
may be exercised.” 

After considerable discussion, this motion was 
decided in the negative, as follows: 

For the motion.—Messrs. Barbour, Dickerson, Lacock, Macan, 


on Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Taylor, ‘Thomas, Williams of 
Miss.— 11. 

Against it.—Messrs. Burrill, Daggett, Eaton, Edwards, Fro- 
mentip, Gaillard, Goldsborourh, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, 
King, Leake, Melien, Morril, Morrow, Otis, Palmer, Storer, ‘Tag, 
Yalbot, Tichenor, Van Dyke, Williams, ef Tenn,—23. 


After some further progress on the bill, the se- 
nate adjourned. 

Jan. 5. The president communicated to the 
senate a letter from Benjamin II. Latrobe, late sur- 
veyor, of the public buildings, in explanation of 
his plans,in reply to a part of the report of the 
present architect, &c. which was read, referred to 
the committee on the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

After some minor business—the senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill to organise anew the 
courts of the United States, and for the appoint- 
ment of circuit judges. 

Much time was bestowed in filling the numer- 
ous blanks in this bill and maturing its details; and 
before it was gone through the senate adjourned. 

Jan. 6. Several matters of no present interest 
being disposed of— 

The senate went into the consideration of exe- 
cutive business; after which, it 

Adjourned. 

Jan. 7. The bill to establish a supreme court, 
&e. &c, was again debated, as it has been, ably, for 
two days past. 

A variety of ordinary and preparatory businéss 
was transacted. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, Jan. 4.—Several reports were received 
—which shall be noticed in their progress. 

The specker laid before the house the following 
letter from the secretary of the treasury: 

Treasury Department, January 1, 1819. 

Srr—I have the honor to transmit a statement of 
the exporis of the United States, during the year 
ending the 20th Sept. 1818, amounting in value, in 
articles of 


Domestic manufacture and produce, 73,854,437 
Foreign do. do. 19,426,696 





$93,281,133 
Which articles appear to have been exported to 
the following countries, viz. 





Domestie. Foreign, 

To the northern countries of 
Europe, 1,554,259 1,081,424 
To dominions of Netherlands, 4.192.776 3,092,711 
Great-Britain, 44.425,552 2,299,280 
France, 10,666.798 3,283,791 
Spain, 4,589,661 2,967,252 
Portugal, 2,650,019 248,158 

The Hanse Towns and ports 
of Germany, 2,260,002 1,073,491 
All others, 3,515,355 4,915,589 
$73,854,457 19,426,696 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

Ww. H. Crawrorp. 
The speaker of the house of representatives. 

The letter, with its enclosures, were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Palmer, of N. Y. offered for consideration the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to enquire whether any, and, if any, 
what provisions are necessary to be made more e?- 
fectually to enforce the payment of duties on goods, 
&c,. imported by Jand, from the British provinces 
in America, into the United States: Also, that the 
same committee be instructed to enquire into the 
expediency of so amending the 4th section of a law 
of congress, passed the 3d day of March, 1817, that 
the provisions therein contained shall apply only to 
steam boats on Lake Champlain, that are employe: 





wholly in the transportation of passengers and their 
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baggage, and that the said section shalj not extend 
to authorise the entry of any goods, &c. except pas- 
senger’s baggage, in any district other than the one 
into which they are to be landed, with leave to re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 

Mr P. stated the reasons which had caused him 
to introduce this resolution, and clearly shewed 
the inadequacy of our revenue laws to prevent 


of considerabie length. The resolution was agreed 

O. 
A message was received from the president, in 
compliance with a resolution of the house, relative 
to the incresse of ibe navy, &e. which we expect 
to publish entire, 23 soon as we can. 

Another messsze was also received from the pre- 
sident of the Unived Siates, enclosing the following 
report from the secretary of war: 

The secretary of war, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the house of representatives, of 24th 
inst, “requesting the president of the United Ststes 
to cause to be laid before this house, if, in his opi- 
nion, the same should not be incorsistent with the 
public interest, copies of the correspondence, if 
any, between the department of war and the go- 
vernor of Georgia, in answer to the letter of the 
latter to the former, dated on the Ist of June of 
the present year, communicated to this house ou | 
the 12th instant; and also the correspondence, if 
any, between tiie depariment of war and general 
Andrew Jackson, in answer to i1e fetter of the lat- 
ter, of the date of the 7th May, 1815, a.so commu. 
nicated fo this house on the 12th inst.” bas the 
honor to transmit an extract of a letter written by 
major Vandeventer, chief clerk, department of war, 
in repiy to general Jackson’s letter of the 7th of 
May, 1818, and to state that no letter was written 
by this department to the governor of Georgia, in 
answer to his letter of the Ist of Junc, 1818. 

J.C, Catnoun. | 
Depariment of war, 30th Dec. 1818. 

The president of the United States. 

Extract of a letter from major C. Vandeventer, chief 
clerk, to major general Andrew Jackson, dated 
“DcpaRTMENT OF WAR, JUNE 2, 1818, 

“Your letters of the 7th of April, one without 
date, and of the 26th of April, are reccived. 

“The president of the United States and the se- 
cretary of war, are out of town. The former will 
return about the 15th instant, the latter not befoge 
the middie of next month. So soon as the president 
returns, your despatches, tozether with your orders 
to major Davis, commanding the arrest of captain 
Wright, and a copy of your letter to the governor 
of Georgia, in relation to the borrid and airocious 
destruction of the Chehaw village, will be laid 
before bim. In the mean time | am advised to 
communicate the “opinion” that the trial of cap. 
tain Wright, by court martial, is decicedly pretera- 
ble to a civil prosecution in the Feceral court.,’ 

Ordered to jie on the table, and to be printed. 

Mr. Mercer offered the folowing resoiution— 

Ressived, Vhat the secretary of the navy be di- 
recied to report to this house a copy of such in- 
stsictions, if any, as may have been issued by his 
department, in pursuance of the act of congress of 
1807, prohibiting the importation of slaves, to the 
commanders of the armed vessels of the United 
States, for the purpose of intercepting, on the 
coast of Africa, or elsewhere, such vessejs as have 
been engaged in the slave trade. 

Mr. Si. in offering the preceding, gave his rea- 
sons for believing that many vessels had been fit- 


ae 


Slave trede—that the names of American citizens 
engaged in the detestable trade were to he found 
in the records of the British court, &c. The re. 
solve was agreed to. 

He also submitted the following— 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to this house the number and 
names of the slave ships, if any, which have been 
seized and condemned within the United Siates 
for « violation of the laws thereof against the im- 
portation of slaves, and if any negroes, mulattoes, 
or persons of color, have been found on board such 
vessels, their number, and the disposition which 
has been made of them by the several state go. 
Ms pases under whose jurisdiction they have fal- 

en. 

After this had been amended so as to designate 
the names of those places where such vessels be. 
longed, with the names of their owners, &c. it was 
also agreed to. 

Luesday, Jan. 5.—Among the many petitions 
presented to the house this morning, were the fol- 
lowing: 
By Mr. Sergeant, from sundry citizens of Phila- 
celphia, remonstrating against the eondemnation 
and sale of slaves, in execution of the provisions of 
the laws prohibiting their importation. 

By Mr. Little, the memorial of sundry merchants 
of Baltimore, whose vessels were sunk for defence 
of the place during the late war, praying for com- 
pensation, 

Masy reports on private petitions were received. 
Qn motion of Mr. Taylor, the daily hour of meet- 
ing of this house was directed to be, for the remain- 
der of the session, 11 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr Smyth, the committee of com- 
merce and manufactures were instructed to inquire 
inte the expediency of fixing the standard of weights 
and measures, 

On motion of Mr. Sampson, the committee of 
ways and means were instructed tu enquire into 
the expediency of amending the Sth section of the 
act laying a duty on imporied salt, &c. so that the 
owner of every vessel above 20 tons, employed in 
the fisheries, shall receive an allowance of four 
doliars for each and every ton of such vessel’s 
burthen. Provided, that the allowance aforesaid, 
for any one vessel, for one season, shall not exceed 
340 dollars. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
ihe navy department, accompanying a number of 
copies of the Navy Register for 1819; and a list, 
transmitted by the first comptroller of the treasu- 
ry, of those persons who have not rendered ac- 
counts for settlement within the year preceding. 

A message was received from tbe president of 
the United States, by his private secretary, trans- 
mitting, for the information of the house, a copy 
of the convention with Spain, (lately published) 
and a copy of a letter from Don Louis de Onis, to 
the secretary of state, in reply to the letter of the 
latter to the former, of SU!h November. 

The consideration of several private clans con- 
sumed the rest of this day. 

Wednesday, Jan. 6. After receiving the usual re- 
ports, &c. the house, having agreed to postpone all 
the orders of the day that preceded it, took up the 
bill making appropriations for the military estab- 
lishment for 1819. | 

An animated discussion took place. The follow- 
ing account ofit is from the Muational Iutelligencer 
—‘“‘The topic which was the subject of most of the 
debate, was the constitutionality, on the one hand, 





ted out in the United States for carrying on the 


land propriety, on the other, of the construction, 
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bv order of the executive, of military roads, and of 
the paymentof the expenses thereof out of the 
fund annually appropriated under the head of con- 
tingent expenses for the army. No question was 
taken involving a decision on this or any other 
point. 

The most interesting feature of the debate which 
is to take place is, probably, the discussion (which 
notice has been given, will be brought on, whilst 
in committee of the whole on this bill) respecting 
the Seminole war, and particularly respecting the 
conduct of the commanding general. This inten- 
tion was distinctly announced by Mr..WMercer, and 
the shape in which the question will be presented, 
will be that of a proposition to appropriate for the 
payment of one, only, instead of two major gene- 
rals in the army.’ 


The debate lasted three hours—in the course of 
which Messrs. Clay, Barbour, Smith, of Md. Trind’e, 
Tucker, Mercer, Williams, of N. C. Lowndes, Jehn- 
son, of Va. Johnson, of Ken. bore a part. 

The result was that the committee rose, report- 
ed progress and had leave to sit again. 

After ordering some papers relative to one of the 
items of the bill to be printed, it was, 


On motion of Mr. Mercer, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to report to this house the present strength and dis- 
tribution of the army of the United States, and to 
subjoimn to such report the number and value of the 
extra days’ labor performed by the several detach- 
ments thereof, respectively, in the year ending on 
the 30th day of October last, upon roads or oiher 
objects of fatigue duty, together with statements 
of such objects, if any there are, of a similar nature, 
to which it is contemplated to direct the labor of 
the troops in the current year, distinguishing the 
sums expended on roads, 

And the house adjourned. 


Thursday, Jan. 7. Several reports from com™ 
mittees, on private claims, were received. | 


On motion of Mr, Herbert, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
instructed to report to this house a statement of 
the debts, credits and funds of the incorporated 
banks of the District of Columbia, required by 
the 19th section of the act of congress, entitled, 
“an act to incorporate the subscribers to certain 
banks in the District of Columbia, and to prevent 
the circulation of the notes of unincorporated as- 
sociations within the said District.” 


On motion of Mr. Floyd, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
creating a law to define and punish piracies and 
felonies committed on the high seas, and offences 
2gainst the law of nations. 


The house again resumed, in committee of the 





for extra labor, during the year end‘ng on the 30th 
October last, in fatigue duties, distinguishing that 
which has been bestowed in compensation for labor 
on roads. 

Mr. Mercer then laid on the table the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to report to this house, « bill to re- 
duce to one the number of major generals of U:e 
army ofthe United Siates. 

The house adjourned. 





CHRONICLE. 
- The legislature of North Carolina, adj-urned on 
the 25th ult. Oneof their last acts was to lay a 
tax for the ensuing vear, of five thousand dollars, on 
the United States Uranch bank, at Fayetteville, ia 
that state. 

The vice president ofthe United States, and the 
new secretarv of the navy, Mr. Thompson, arrived 
at Washington city on the 3d inst. 

Capt. Gamble, late of the United States sloop 
of war Erie, Jied at Pisa on the 10th Oct. ult. 

It is stated, that the long and rancorous dispute 
between generals Jeckson and .dduir, has been 
amicably and bonorably adjusted through the inr- 
terference of the venerable governor Shelby, of 
Keatucky. 

John Graham, late commissioner to South Améri- 


‘ca, is appointed by the president of the United 


States, with the advice and consent of senate, to 
be minister plenipotentiary from the United States 
to Rio Janeiro,*vice Mr. Sumpter, who Cesires per- 
mission to return. 

Waller Taylor, at present a senator in congress 
from the state of Indiana, is re elected to that sty- 
tion, for six years, from and after the Sd day of 
March next. 





.. - —_ 
a> a Se 


. e | » 
Our relations with Spain. 
Hamburg, Oct. 1. We have received ihe follow- 
ing document, the importance of which renders it 
worthy of public attention. It is the Note !ately 
presented by the Spanish Minister for Foreign A‘- 


fairs, to the Ambassador Plenipotentiary of the - 


United States of America, and which contains the 
protest against the occupation of a part of the ter- 
ritory of Florida. 

NOTE. 

‘;Sir—In the department confided to me, diss. 
ereeable accounts continue to be received concern- 
ing the nature and circumstances of the late svenis 
in Florida, and the hostile proceedings of ine Amer- 
ican General Jackson, and the troops under iss 
command, in the territory of those provinecs whic! 
belong to his Majesty. Besides the facts to which 
I invited the attention of your Excellency in my 
Notes of the 26th July, and of the 6th and 11th of 


whole, Mr. Hugh Nelson in the chair, the bill mak-| this month, I have now before me the copy of a ca- 


ing appropriations for the military establishment. 


for the year 1819. 

The discussion of a particular provision of this 
bill, commenced yesterday, Was resumed, and con- 
tinued for some time. : 

The committee did not get through the bill, 
before it rose and obtained leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. JWercer, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to include in the report of the strength of the ar- 
my called for by the resolution of yesterday, the 
amount in value, if any, of the extra compensation, 
mn subsistence, clothing or pay, allowed the troops 





pitulation, which, it appears, followed the hostilties' 
committed by that General against the fortress Qt 
Pensacola, and in consequence of which the Span- 
ish garrison has been conveyed to the Havana. In 
my preceding Notes I had the henor to inform your 

a > ve 5 2 c of; ‘Ff : : 
Excellency, that notwithstanding the parbculai 
character of violence which seemed to mark the ac- 
tions and operations of Gen. Jackson, since his first 
entrance into Florida—tHis Majesty, although will- 
ing to consider these proceedings as the arbiirary 
acts of the said General, was convinced that the 
government of the United States would no longe: 
delay to disapprove them, as soon as they-came io 
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its knowledge, and that proper orders would imme- | under pretences, which, if they had been even well 


diately be given, not only for the evacuation of the 
territory invaded, but also for the reparation of the 
damage occasioned, and for the restoration of the 
property taken, which belonged as well to his Ma- 
jesty, and Spanish subjects, as also to strangers who 
lived there under the protecticn of his Majesty’s 
government. 

«it could not be pregumed, without offence to 
tae integrity of the American Government, that 
there would be any delay in giving satisfaction to a 
friendly pswer, and to all civilized nations this tes- 
timony of respect for those principles on which the 
maintenance of social order depends. It was with 
profound affliction that his Majesty learnt from the 
snasequent report of his Minister at Washington, 
that as the first excesses of General Jackson had 


—~— 


founded, ought never to have been enforced by 
violence; and the late improper attack on Amelia 
Island, were facts of the same nature and tendency, 
equally unjustin their principle, and equally pro- 
tested against on the p_rt of Spain; but as they were 
less offensive in their kind and under these circum. 
stances his Majesty believed at the same time he 
gave proofs of his moderation, that he might wait 
for s:tisfaction on these points till the definitive ar. 
rangements of the points in dispute, which it was 
expected would soon take place. The same is not 
the case in the present instance. The Americans. 
have no claim, either founded or unfounded, to the 
territory which Gen, Jackson has attacked—no real 
or pretended revolution of the inhabitants could 
serve as a pretext—no previous attack by robbers, 


not been disapproved, he had not hesitated tocont:- 
nue his acts ofviolence, and desolated with fire 
and sword every thing upon the Spanish territory, 
when he met witha resistance which a sense of honor 
prescribed to seme small garrisons which were at- 
tackedin the midst of peace by a numerous body 
of troops. In general the territary of his Majesty 
was attacked in the most revolting manner, the for- 
tresses and depots of arms have been taken by 
force, the garrisons made prisoners, and then sent 
out of the provinces, where his Majesty had order- 
ed them te serve. Nay, subjects of powers in 
friendship with his Majesty have been executed 
upon Spanish ground, and this act of barbarity 
cloaked with judicial forms, which, in that situa- 
tion, and in those circumstances, can only be con- 
sidered as a refinement of cruelty. It cannot be 
doubted but these excesses are known to the Go- 
vernment of Washington; and it does not appear that 
orders are given to put an end to them, or give to 
the Spanish Government the only satisfaction which 
they admit of. In this situation his Majesty consi- 
ders it to be due to his own dignity, and that of the 
people whom he governs, to order me, at the same 
time that I again most solemnly protest against ail 
that has been done hy General Jackson, from the 
day that he set his fuot on the territory of Florida, 
to add further that your exceliency will be pleased 
to inform your Government that the King is of 
opinion, that from the nature of the said injuries, 
and really hostile proceedings, the course of the ne- 
gos.ations pending between the two powers is, and 
must remain, interrupted and broken off, till the 
Government of the United States has marked the 
conduct of General Jackson ina manner suitable to 
}is honor, and which, it seems, can be no other than 
to disapprove of the excesses committed; to give 
orders to place things on the same footing as they 
were in before the invasion; and to inflict an ap- 
propriate punishment on the author of so many dis- 
orders. | : 

‘It is extremely disagreea’!: to his Majesty to 
be compelled to this declaration, which is a more 
necessary consequence of the nature of the affair, 
than an act of his royal will whose wishes and en- 
deavors have always been directed to making an 
equitable arrangement of the matters in debate be- 
tween the two governments; but the whole imnar- 
tial world will equally recognize in the presen 
state of things the impropricty that mus! ensue, if 
nego ations, which siippose a state of perfect politi- 


cal friendsrip, were to be continued at a time when | 


$ ich great insults have been offered without provo- 
gation. The occupation of the larger and better 
part of Florida in 1810, by the United States, who 


which was alleged as a reason for the unjust seiz- 


ure of Amelia Island; the Spanish flag was flying on 


the fortresses of San Marcos and Pensacola, when 
they were attacked; and, to complete the measure 
of insults, that has been taken by violence, which 
his Majesty had offered inthe pending negociations 
to cede to the United States in an honorable man- 
ner, so that it seems to have been preferred to seize 
it by violence, rather than to acquire it from the 
generous friendship ofthe King. These extraordi- 
nary circumstances has induced his Majesty to take 
the resolution, that it is incompatible with the dig- 
nity of his exalted character to continue negocia- 
tions, till an affair has been scttled and terminated 
in a suitable manner, which takes the precedence of 
all other points in dispute between the two Go- 
vernments, and which, from its importance, is cal- 
culated essentially to change, in their whole ex- 
tent, the political relations between the two coun- 
tries. 

«Atthe same time, to give a proof of the peace- 
able and moderate sentiments which characterized 
the conduct of the Spanish government, I must ac- 
quaint your Excellency, that his Majesty has, in 
charging me to communicate to his Minister at 
Washington the declared rupture of negociations, 
has likewise commanded me to inform him, that if 
the government of the United States had given or 
should give the only satisfaction which the cireum- 
stance admits of, and which his Majesty may expect 
from the justice and probity of that government, he 
may in this case continue the negociations begun, 
without applying to his Majesty for new orders to. 
authorise him to continue them. 

“In making to your Excellency this communica- 
tion, IT cannot omit to state to vou how painful it 
has been to me, that this unexpected obstacle should 
occur just at the time when I flattered myself with 
the hope of seeing the political relations, and the 

nost perfect harmony between the two goveri- 
ments re-established upon solid and durable foun- 
dations. I renew to your Excellency the assur- 
ance of my distinguished respect, and pray to Gon 
to preserve your Excelicucy many years. 

«Your Excellency’s most devoted servant, 

“JOSEPH PIZARRO. 
«Madrid, Aug. 29, 1818. 
“T% tiv Minister of the United States, 
Jrom his Cathalic Wajesty.” 


American Reply. 
DOCUMENTS TRANSMITVED 310 CONGRESS, 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 

The secretary of state of the Umted States to the 





deprived his Majesty, during his captivity, of 2 
country in which he was in peaceable possession, | 


minister plenipotentiary uf the United States bo 
Spuin, at Madiid. (NG. 7.) 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


Washington, 28th November, 1818. 


Srr—Your despatches, to No. 92, inclusive, with 
their enclosures, have been received at this de 
partment. Among these enclosures, are the seve- 
ral notes addressed to you by Mr. Pizarro, in re- 
lation to the transactions during the campaign of 
general Jackson against the Semimole Indians and 
the banditti of Negroes combined with them, and 
particularly to his proceedings in Florida, without 
the boundaries of the United States. 

In the fourth and last of those notes of Mr. Pizar- 
ro, he has given formal notice that the king, his 
master, has issued orders for the suspension of the 
negocistion between ithe United States and Spain, 
until satisfaction shall have been made by the Ame- 
rican government to him for these proceedings of 
gen. Jackson, which he considers as acts of unequi- 
vocal hostility against him, and as outrages upon 
his honor and dignity; the only acceptable atone- 
ment for which, is stated to consist in a disavow- 
al of the acts of the American general, thus com- 
plained of—the infliction upon him of a suitable 
punishment for his supposed misconduct, and the 
restitution of the posts and territories taken by 
him from the Spanish authorities, with indemnity 
for all the property taken, and all damages and 
injuries, public or private, sustained in consequence 
of it. 

Within a very few days after this notification, 
Mr. Pizarro must bave received, with copies of the 
correspondence between Mr. Onis ard this depart- 
ment, the determination which had been taken by 
the president, to restore the place of Pensacola, 


—, 


tion that these transactions may lead to a change 

in the relations between the two nations, which ie 

doubtiess intended to be understood as a menace 

of war. 

It may be, therefore, proper to remind the go- 

vernment of his Catholic majesty of the incidents 

in which this Seminole war originated, as weil as 

of the circumstances connected with it, in the re- 

lations between Spain and her ally, whom she sup- 

poses to have been injured by the proceedings of 
general Jackson, and to give to the Spanish cabinet 

some precise information of the nature of the bu- 

siness, peculiarly interesting to Spain, in which 

these subjects of her allies, in whose favor she 
takes this interest, were engaged, when their pro- 
jects of every kind were terminated, in conse- 
quence of their falling in‘o the hands gen. Jackson. 
In the month of August, 1814, while a war of ex- 
isted between the United States and Great Britaia, 
to which Spain had formerly declared herself neu- 

tral,a British force, not in the fresh pursuit of a 
defeated and flying enemy—not overstepping an 
imaginary and equivocal boundary between their 
own territories and those belonging, in some sort, 
as much to their enemy as to Spain, but approach- 
ing by sea, and by a broad and open invasion of the 
Spanish province, at a thousand miles, or an ocean’s 
distance from any British territory, landed in Flo- 
rtda, took possession of Pensacola and the Fort of 
Barrancas, and invited, by public proclamations, 
all the runaway negroes—all tle savage Indians— 
all the pirates, and all the traitors to their country, 
whom they knew or imagined to exist within reach 
of their summons, to jein their standard, and wage 
an exterminating war against the portion of the 


with the fort of Barrancas, to any person properly | United States immediately borcering upon this 
authorised, on the part of Spain, to receive them, | neutral, and thus vivlated territory of Spain. The 
and the fort of St. Marks to any Spanish force ade- | land commander of this British force, was a certain 
quate to its protection -gainst the Indians, by|col. Nicholls, who, driven from Pensacola by the 
whom its forcible occupation had been threatened, | approach of general Jackson, actually left, tobe 
for purposes of hostility against the United States.| blownup, the Spanish fort of Barrancas, when he 
The officer commanding at the post, has been di-| found it could not afiord him pro‘ection, and, eva- 
rected to consider 250 men as such adequate force; | cuating that part of the province, landed at ano- 
and in case of their appearance, with proper autho-|ther, established himself on the Appalachicola ri- 
rity, to deliver it up to their commander accord-j|ver, andthere erected a fort, from which to sally 
ingly. forth with his motley tribe of black, white and red 
From the last mentioned correspondence, the | combatants, against the defenceless borders of the 
Spanish government must likewise have been sa-| United States, in that vicinity. A part of this 
tisfied that the occupation of these places in Spa-jforce consisted of a corps of colonial marines, le- 
nish Florida, by the commander of the American|vied in the British colonies, in which George 
forces, was not by virtue of any order received by | Woodbine was a captain, and Robert Chrysiie 
him from this government to that effect, nor with | II—2.] Ambrister was a lieutenant. ; 
any view of wresting the province from the posses-} LIX.] As between the United States and Great 
sion of Spain, nor in any spirit of hostility to the|LX.] Britain, we should be willing to bury this 
Spanish government; that it arose from incidents | transaction in the same grave of oblivion with other 
which occurred in the prosecution of the war! transactions of that war, had the hostilities of col. 
against the Indians—from the imminent danger in | Nicholls terminated with the war. But he did not 
which the fort of St. Marks was of being seized by | consider the peace which ensued between the Unit- 
the Indians themselves, and from the manifesta-|ed States and Great Britain, as having prt an end 
tions of hostility to the United States, by the com-| either to his military occupations or to his negoci- 
mandant of S'. Marks and the governor of Pensa-/| ations with the Indians, against the United States. 
cola, the proofs of which were made known to gen. | Several months after the ratification of the tresty 
Jackson, and impelled him, from the necessities of | of Ghent, he retained his post and bis party-color- 
self-defence, to the steps of which the Spanish go-| ed forces, in military array. 
yernment complains. II—2.] By the 9th article of that treaty, the 
It might be suflicient to leave the vindication of| United States had stirulaied to put an end, imme. 
these measures upon those grounds, and to furnish, | diately after its ratification, to hostilities with all 
in the enciosed copies of general Jackscn’s letters, | the tribes or nations of Indians with whom they 
and the vouchers by which they are supported, the| might be at war at the time of the ratification, and 
evidence of that bostile spirit on the part of the} torestore to tem ali the possessions which they 
Spanish commanders, but for the terms in which | had enjoyed in the year 1811. This article had no 
Mr. Pizarro speaks of the execution of two sut-| application to the Creek nation with whom the 
jects, of Great Uritain, taken, one at the fort of St.} United States had already made peace, by a treaiy 
Marks, and the otuer at Suwany, and the intima-! concluded on thie 9th dey of August, 1814, more 
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than four months before the treaty of Ghent was: 
Signed. Yet, colonel Nicholls not only affected to’ 
consider it as applying to the Seminoles of Florida, 
and the outlawed Red Sticks whom he bad induc- 
ed to join him there, but actually persuaded them 
that they were entitled, by virtue of the treaty of 
Ghent, to all the lands, which had belonged to the 
Creek nation, within the United States, in the year 
1811, and that the government of Great Britain 
II. i. I1E.] would support them in that pretension. 
He asserted also this doctrine in a correspondence 
with col. Hawkins, then the agent of the United 
Siates with the Creeks, and gave him notice, in 
their name, with a mockery of solemnity, that they 
had concluded a treaty of alliance, offensive and 
defensive, and a treaty of navigation and commerce 
1X.] with Great Britain, of which more was to be 
heard after it should be ratified in England. Col. 
Nicholls then evacuated his fort, which, in some of 
the enclosed papers, is called the fort at Prospect 
Bluff, but which he had denominated the British 
post on the Appalacbicola; took with him the white 
portion of his force, and embarked for England, 
with several of the wretched savages whom he was 
thus deluding to their fate—among whom was the 
Prophet Frencis, or Hillis Hadjo—end left the fort, 
amply supplied with military stores and ammuni- 
tion, to the nerro department of hisallies. It af- 
IV. V.1 terwards was known by the name of Negro 
fort. Col. Hawkins immediately communicated to 
this government the correspondence between him 
and Nicholls, here referred to, (copies of which, 
merked No. 1 to 5, are herewith enclosed,) upon 
which Mr. Monroe, then secmtary of state, addres- 
sec a letter, (copy marked G.) to Mr. Baker, the 
Britis) Charge d’Affaires, at Washington, com- 
plaining of Nicholls’s conduct, and shewing that 
his pretence that the 9h article of the treaty of 
Ghei:t, could have any application to his Indians, 
X1.] was utterly destitute of foundation. Copies 
of the same correspondence were transmitted to 
the minister ofthe United States, then in England, 
with instructions to remonstrate with the British 
government against these proceedings of Nicholis, 
and to shew how incompatible they were with the 
peace which had been concluded between the two 
XII. a. b.] nations. These remonstrances were ac- 
cordingly made, first in personal interview 

XHI. a. b.] with earl Bathurst and lord Castlereagh 
and afterwards in written notes, addressed 
successively to them, (copies of which, together 
with extracts from the despatches of the American 
minister to the secretary of state, reporting what 
passed at those interviews, are enclosed.) Lord 
Bathurst, in the most unequivocal manner, confirm- 
ed the facts, and disavowed the misconduct of Ni- 
cholls; declared his disapprobation of the pretend- 
ed treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, which 
he had made; assured the American minister that 
the British government had refused to ratify that 
treaty; and would send back the Indians whom 
Nichoils had brought with him, with advice to 
make their peace on such terms as they could ob- 
tain. Lord Castlereagh confirmed the assurance 
that the treaty would not be ratified; and if, at the 
same time that these assurances were given,certain 
distiactions of public notoriety, were shewn to the 
Prophet Hillis Hadjo, and he was actually honored 
with acommission, as a British officer, it is to be 
presumed that these favors were granted him as re- 
wards of past services, and not as encouragement 
to expect any support from Great Britain, in a con- 
tinuance of savage hostilities against the United 





States, all intention of giving any Such support 


ma 
i 


having been repeatedly and earnestly disavowed.* 

The Negro fort, however,‘abandoned by col. Ni- 
choils, remained on the Spanish territory, occupied 
by the banditti to whom he had left it, and held by 
them as a post, from whence to commit depreda- 
ions, outrages and murders, and as a receptacle 
XiV.] for fugitive slaves and malefactors, to the 
great annoyance both of the United States and of 
Spanish Florida. In April, 1816, general Jackson 
wrote a letter to the governor of Pensacola, calling 
upon him to put down this common nuisance to the 
peaceable inhabitants of both countries. That let. 
XV.] ter tegether with the answer of the governor 
of Pensacola, have already been communicated to 
the Spanish minister here, and by him, doubtless, 
to his government. Copies of them are nevertheless, 
XXUT.) now again enclosed; particularly as the 
letter from the governor explicitly admits—that 
this fort, constructed by Nicholls, in violation 
both of the territory and neutrality of Spain, was 
still no less obnoxious to his government than to 
the United States; but, that he had neither suffi- 
cient force, nor an authority, without orders from 
the governor general of the Havanna, to destroy it. 
It was afterwards, on the 27th July, 1816, destroy- 
ed by acannon shot froma gun vessel of the United 
States, which, in its passage up the river, was fired 
upon from it. It was blown up, with an English 
flag still flying as its standard, and immediately af- 
ter the barbarous murder of a boat’s crew, belong- 
ing to the navy of the United Siates, by the bat- 
ditti left in it by Nicholls. 

In the year 1817, Alexander Arbuthnot, of the 
Island of New Providence, a British subject, first 
appeared, as an Indian tradef, in Spanish Florida, 
and as the successor of colone] Nicholls, in the em- 
ployment of instigating the Seminole and out- 
lawed Red Stick Indians to hostilities against the 
United States, by rev «:ng the pretence that they 
were entitled to all the lands which had been ced- 
ed by the Creek nation to the United States, in 
August, 1814. As a mere Indian trader, the intru- 
sion of this man, into a Spanish province, was con- 
trary to the policy observed by all the European 
powers in this hemisphere, and by none more rigo- 
rously than by Spain, of excluding all foreigners 
from intercourse with the Indians, within their 
territories. It must be known to the Spanish go- 
vernment, whether Arbuthnot had a Spanish li- 
cense for trading with the Indians in Spanish Flori- 
da or not; but they also know that Spain was bound 
by treaty, to restrain by force all hostilities on the 
part of those Indians, against the citizens of the 
United States; and it is for them to explain how, 
consistently with those engagements, Spain could, 
contrary to all the maxims of her ordinary policy, 
grant such a license to a foreign incendiary, whose 
principal, it not his only object, appears to have 
been, to stimu!ate those hostilities which Spain had 
expressly stipulated by force to restrain. In his 
XLIX.] infernal instigation he was but too success- 
ful. No sooner did he make his appearance among 
the Indians, accompanied by the Prophet Hillis 
L.] Hadjo, returned from his expedition to England, 
than the peaceful inhabitants on the borders oft he 
United States, were visited with all the horrors of 
savage war; the robbery of their property, and the 
barbarous and indiscriminate inurder of woman, 
infancy and age. 

After the repeated expostulations, warnings and 
offers of peace, through the summer and autumn of 
1817, on the part of the United States, had been 
LI. a.] answered only by renewed outrages, and af- 
LXI.] ter a detachment of forty men, under lieut. 
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Scott, accompanied by seven women, had bees way- 
la'd and murdered by the Indians, orders were gi- 
ven to general Jackson, and an adequate force was 
placed at his disposal, to terminate the war, It 
was ascertained that the Spanish force in Florida 
was inadequate for the protection even of the Spa 

nish territory itself, against this mingled horde of 
lawless Indians and negroes; and, although their 
devastations were committed within the limits of 
the United States, they immediately sought refuge 
within the Florida line, and there only were to be 
overtaken. The necessity of crossing the line was 


noted by the Spanish commissary, and ammunition, 
munitions of war, and all necessary supplies fur- 
nished to the Indians. 

The conduct of the governor of Pensacola was 
not less marked by a disposition of enmity to the 
United States, and by an utter disregard to the 
obligations of the treaty, by which he was bound 
torestrain, by force, the Indians from hostilities 
against them. When called upon to vindicate the 
territorial rights and authority of Spain, by the de- 
struction of ihe negro fort, his predecessor had de- 
clared it to be not less annoving and pernicious to 


indispensable; for it was from beyond the line that] the Spanish subjects in Florida, than to the United 


the Indians made their murderous incursions with- 
in that of the United States. It was there that 
they had there abode, and the territory belonged 
in fact to them, although within the borders of the 
Spanish jurisdiction. There it was that the Ame- 
rican commander met the principal! resistance from 
XXXVIIE.] them; there it was, that were found the 
still bleeding scalps of our citizens, freshly butch- 

ered by them; there it was that he released the 
only woman, who had been suffered to survive the 
massacre of the party under lieutenant Scott. But 
it Was not anticipated by this government that the! 
commanding officers of Spain, in Florida, whose 

especial duty it was, in conformity to the solemn 

engagements contracted by their nation, to restrain | 


States, but had pleaded his inability to subdue it. 
He, himseif, had expressed his apprehensions that 
Fort St. Marks would be forcibly taken by the sa- 
vages, from its Spanish garrison; yet, atthe same 
time, he had refused the passage up the Escambia 
river, unless upon ths paymeni of excessive duties, 
to provisions destined as supplies for the American 
army, which, by the detention of them, was subject- 
ed to the most distressing privations. He had 
permitted free ingress and egress at Pensacola to 
the avowed savage enemies of the United States. 
Supplies of ammunition, munitions of war and pro- 
visions had been received by them from thence. 
They had been received and sheltered there, from 
the pursuitof the American forces, and suffered 





by force, those Indians froin hostilities against the | again to sally thence, to enter upon the American 


United States, would be found encouraging, aid-j territory and commit new murders. 


Finally. on 


ing and abetting them, and furnishing them with! XXXII1.] the approach of general Jackson to Pen- 
supplies, for carrying on such hosulities. The} sacola, the governor sent him a letter, denouncing 
officer in command, immediately beiore general | his eniry upon the territory of Florida, as a violent 


Jackson, was, therefore, specially instructed to re- 
spect, as far as possible, the Spanish authority, 
wherever it was maintained, and copies of those 
orders were also furnished to general Jackson, 
upon his taking the command. In the course of 
his pursuit, as he approached St. Marks, he was 
informed, direct from the governor of Pensacola, 
that a party of the hostile Indians had threatened 
to seize that fort, and that he apprehended the 
Spanish garrison there was not in strength suffici- 
entto defend it against them. This information 
was confirmed from other sources, and by the evi- 
dence produced upon the trial of Ambrister, it 
proved to have been exactly true. By all the laws 
of neutrality and of war, as well as of prudence and 
of humanity, he was warranted in anticipating his 


ontrage upon the rights of Spatu, commanding him 
to depart and withdraw from the same, and t!:rea- 
tening, in case ofhis non-compliance, to employ 
force vu expel him. 

It became, therefore, in the opinion of gen. Jack- 
son, indispensably necessary to take from the go- 
LIV.] vernor of Pensacola the means of carrying 
his threat into execution. Before the forces under 
his command, the savage enemies of his country 
had disappeared. But he knew that the moment 
those forces should be disbanded, if she!tered by 
Spanish fortresses, if furnished with ammunition 
and supplies by Spanish officers, and if :ided and 
supported by the instigation of Spanish encourage- 
ment, as he had every reason to expect they would 
be, they would reappear, and fired, in addition to 


enemy, by the amicable, and that being refused, by! their ordinary ferociousness, with revenge for the 


the forcible occupation of the fort—There will 
need no citations from printed treatises on interna- 
tional law, to prove the correctness of this princi- 


chastisement they had so recently received, would 
again rush with the war hatche* and scs!Iping knife, 
into the borders of the United States, and mark 


ple. Itis engraved in adamant on the common Lei foot-step with the blood of their defenceless 


sease of mankind; no writer upon the laws of na- 
tions ever pretended to contradict it; none of any 
reputation or authority ever omitted to assert it. 
XXXIV.] At Fort St. Marks, Alexander Ar- 
buthnot, the British Indian trader from beyond the 
seas, the firebrand, by whose torch this negro-In- 
dian war against our borders had been rekindled, 
was found an inmate of the commandant’s family; 
and it was aiso found that, by the commandant 
himself, councils of war had been permitted to be 
held within it, by the savage chiefs and warriors; 
that the Spanish store-houses had been appropriat- 
ed to their use; that it was an open market for cat- 
tle, known to have been robbed by them from citi- 
zens of the United States, and which had been con. 
tracted for and purchased by the officers of the 
garrison. That information had been afforded 
from this fort by Arbuthnot, tothe enemy, of the 
Strength and movements of the American army; 
that the date of the departure of express had been 


itizens. So far as all the native resources of the 
Savages extended, the war was at an end, and gen. 
Jackson was about to restore to their families and 
their homes, the brave volunteers who had followed 
| Bis standard, and who had constituted the princi- 
pal part of his force. This could be done with 
safety, leaving the regular portion of his troops to 
garrison his line of forts, and two small detach- 
ments of volunteer cavalry, to scour the country 
round Pensacola, and sweep off the lurking rem- 
nant of savages, who had been scattered and dis- 
persed before him. ‘This was sufficient to keep in 
check the remnant of the banditti, against whom 
he had marched, so long as they sliouid be desti- 
tute of other sid and support. It was, in his judg- 
ment, not sufficient, if they should be suffered to 
rally their numbers under the protection of Spanish 
forts, and to derive new strength from the impo- 
tence or the ill will against the United States of 
| the Spanish: authorities. 
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He took possession, therefore, of Pensacola and 


of the fort of Barrancas, as he had done of St. 


epee A 


bled and employed them, and of the British intrud- 
ing and pretending traders, since the peace, who 


Marks, not in a spirit of hostility to Spain, but as aj have instigated and betrayed them to destruction, 
necessary measure of self-defence; giving notice} have been not less hostile to Spain than to the 


that they should be restored whenever Spain should 
place commanders and a furce there, able and will- 
ing to fulfil the engagements of Spain towards the 
United States, of restraining, bv force, the Florida 
Indians from hostilities against their citizens. The 
president of the United States, to give a signal 
manifestation of his confidence in the disposition 
of the king of Spain, to perform with good faith 
this indispensable engagement, and to demonstrate 
to the world that neither the desire of conquest 
nor hostility io Spain, had any influence in the 
councils of the United States, has directed the un- 
‘conditional restoration to any Spanish officer, duly 
authorised to receive them, of Pensacola and the 
Barrancas, and that of St. Marks to any Spanish force 
adequate fur its defence against the attack of the sa- 
vages. But the president will neither inflict pu- 
nishiment, nor pass a censure upon general Jackson 
for that conduct, the motives for which were found. 
ed in the purest patriotism, of the necessity for 
which he had the most immediate and effectual 
means of forming a judgment, and the vindication 
of which is writren in every page of the law of na- 
tions, as well as in the first law of nature, self- 
defence. He thinks it, on the contrary, due to the 


United States, the proofs contained in the docu- 
ments herewith enclosed, are conclusive. Mr. Pi- 
zarro’s note of the 29th August, speaks of his Ca- 
| tholic majesty’s profound indignation at the “san- 
guinary executions on the Spanish soil, of the sub- 
jects of powers in amity with the king”—meaning 
Arbuthnot and Ambrister. Let Mr. Pizarro’s suc- 
cessor take the trouble of reading the enclosed 
documents, and he will discover,who Arbuthnot 
and Ambrister were, and what were their pur- 
XLIX.] poses: That Arbuthnot was only the suc- 
LVIII.} cessor of Nicholls, and Ambrister the 
agent of Woodbine, and the subaltern of McGre- 
gor. Mr. Pizarro qualifies gen. Jackson’s necessa- 
ry pursuit of a savage enemy beyond the Spanish 
Florida line, as a shameful invasion of his majesty’s 
terrztory—yet, that territory was the territory also 
of the savage enemy, and Spain was bound to re- 
strain them, by force, from hostilities against the 
United States—and it was the failure of Spain to 
fulfil this engagement, which had made it necessa- 
ry for general Jackson to pursue the savages across 
the line. What then was the character of Nicholl’s 
invasion of his majesty’s territory; and where was 
his majesty’s profound indignation at that? Mr. 


justice, which the United States have a right to] Pizarro says, his majesty’s places and forts have 


claim from Spain, and you are accordir gly instruct- 
ed to demaad of the Spanish governn:ent, that en- 
quiry shell be instituted into the conduct of Don 
Jose Masor, governor of Pensacola, and of Don 
Francisco C. Luenco, commandant at St. Marks, 
and a suitable punishment inflicted upon them for 
having, in defience and violation of the engage- 
ments of Spain with the United States, aided and 
assisted these hordes of savages in those very hos- 
tilities against the United States, which it was 
their official duty to restrain. This enquiry is 
due to the character of those officers themselves, 
and to the honor of the Spanish government, The 
The obligation of Spain to restrain, by force, the 
Indians of Fiorida from hostilities against the Unit- 
ed States and their citizens, is explicit, is positive, 
is unqualified. The fact, that for a series of years 
they have received shelter, assistance, supplies 
and protection, in the practice of st:ch hostilities 
from the Spanish commanders in Florida, is clear 
XXXI1]} and unequivocal. If, as the commanders, 
XLII.] both at Pe-.sacola and St. Marks have al- 
leged, this has been the result of their weakness, 
rather than their will, if they have assisted the In- 
dians against the United States to avert their hos. 
tilities from the province, which they had not suffi. 
cient force to defend against them, it may serve, 
in some measure, to exculpate, individually, those 
officers, but it must carry Comonstration irresisti- 
ble to the Spanish government, that the right of 
the United States can as little compound with im. 
potence as with perfidy, and that Spain must im- 
mediately make her election, either to place a force 
in Florida adequate to the protection of her terri- 
tory and to the fulfilment of her engagements, or 
cede to the United States a province, of which she 


been violently seized on by general Jackson. Had 
they not been seized on, nay, had not the principal 
of his forts been blown up by Nicholls, and a Bri- 
tish fort on the same Spanish territory been erected 
during the war, and left standing as a Negro fort, 
in defiance of Spanish authority, after the peace? 
Where was his majesty’s profound indignation at 
that? Has his majesty suspended formally all nego- 
ciation with the sovereign of colonel Nicholls, for 
the shameful invasion of his territory without color 
of provocation, without pretence ef necessity, with- 
out the shadow or even avowal of a pretext? Has 
his: majesty given solemn warning to the British 
government, that these were incidents “of trans- 
cendant moment capable of producing an essential 
and thorough change in the political relations of the 
two countries?” Nicholls and Woodbine, in their 
invitations and promises to the slaves to runaway 
from their masters and join them, did not confine 
themselves tothe slaves of the United States—they 
received with as hearty a welcome, and employed 
with equal readiness, the fugitives from their mas- 
XXV.] ters, in Florida, as those from Georgia. 
Against this special injury the governor of Pensa- 
cala did earnestly remonstrate with the British ad- 
miral Cockburn (see the document marked XXV.) 
but against the shameful invasion of the territory— 
against the violent seizure of the forts and places— 
apuinst the blowing up of the Barrancas, and the 
erection and maintenance under British banners, of 
the Negro fort on Spanish soil—against the nego- 
ciation by a British officer in the midst of peace, 
of pretended treaties, offensive and defensive, and 
of navigation and commerce, upon Spanish territo- 
ry, between Great Britain and Spanish Indians, 
whom Spain was bound to control and restrain—if 


retains nothing but the nominal possession; but}a whisper of expostulation was ever wafted from 


which is, in fact, a direlict open to the occupancy 
of every enemy, civilized or savage, of the United 
States, and serving no other eartily purpose than 
asa post of annoyance to them. 
That the purposes, as weli as of the Negro-Indian 


Madrid to London, it was not loud enough to be 


heard acrosss the Atlantic, nor energetic enough 
to transpire beyond the walls of the palaces from 


which it issued, and to which it was borne. 
The connection between Arbuthnot and Nicholls, 





banditti, with whom we have been contending, as |and between Ambrister, Woodbine and McGregor, 


of the British invaders of Fiorida, who first assem- jis cstadlished beyond al! question, by the evidence 
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produced at the trials before the court martial. I 
have already remarked to you on the very extraor- 
dinary circumstance, that a British trader from be- 
yond the seas, should be permitted, by the Spanish 
authorities, to trade with the Indians of Florida. 
From his letter to Hambly, dated 3d May, 1817, 
(see the documents marked G. in the proceedings 
ef the court martial) it appears that his trading 
was but a pretence; and that his principal purpose 
was to act as the agent of the Indians in Florida, 
and outlaws from the Creeks, to obtain the aid of 
the British government, in their hostilities against 
the United States. He expressly tells Hambly 
there, that the chief of those outlaws was the prin- 
cipal cause of his, Arbuthot’s, being in the country; 
and that he had come with an answer from earl 
Bathurst, delivered to him by governor Cameron, 
of New Providence, to certain Indian talks, in 
which this aid of the British government had 
been left by Nicholls, as the agent between the In- 
dians and the British government; but having found 
that Nicholls had failed in his attempt to prevail 
upon the British government to pursue this clan- 
destine war, in the midst of peace; and that they 
were not prepared to support his pretence, that 
half a dozen outlawed fugitives from the Creeks 
were the Creek nation;s—when Arbuthnot, the in- 
cendiary, came and was ins‘igating them, by pro- 
mises of support from Great Britain, to commence 
XI. VII. b.) their murderous incursions into the 
United States, Hambly, at the request of the Creeks 
themselves, wrote to him, warning him to with- 
draw from among that band of outlaws, and giving 
him a solemn foreboding of the doom that awaited 
him, from the hand of justice, if he persevered in 
the course that he pursued. Arbuthnot, neverthe- 
less, persisted; and while he was deluding the 


wretched Indians with the promise of 


{ XLIX ] support from England, be was writing 
b. letters for them to the British minister 

c. in the United States, to governor Came- 

d. of New Providence, to colonel Nicholls; 

e. to be lsid before the British goverv- 

f. ment: and even to the Spanish governor 

of St. Augustine, and the governor gene 

ral of the Havana, soliciting, in all quar- 

ters, aid and support, arms and ammunition, for 
the Indians, against the United States; bewailing 


the destruction of the Negro fort, and chargirg | 


the British government with having drawn the [n- 
dians into war with tle United States, and desert- 
ing them after the peace. 

You will remark among the papers produced on 
XLIX. No. 1.] his trial, a power of attorney, dated 
i7th June, 1817, given him bytwelve lidians, part- 
ivy of Florida, and partly of the fugitive outlaws 
from the United States. He states that this power, 
and his instructions, were, to memorialize the Bri. 
tisk government, and the governor general of the 
Havanna. These papers are not only substantially 
{Compare XLVIL a. proved as of his hand writing, 

and XLIX. b] on the trial, but in the daily 
newspapers of London, of the 
24th and 25.b of August last, 
his letter to Nicholis is pub- 
lished, (somewhat garbled) 
[Gompare XLVII. c. withacopy of Hambly’s above 

and XLIX. No. 1.] mentioned letter to him, anda 
reference to this indian power of attorney to him, 
approved by the commandant of S:. Alarks, F. C. 
XLVIL] Luengo. Another of the papers is a let- 
ter, written in the name of the same chiefs, by Ar- 
buthnot, to the governor general of the Mavanna, 
asking of him permissipn for Arbuthnot to estab- 


XLVIL c.} 


lish a warehouse on the Appalachicola; bitterly 

and falsely complaining that the Americans had 

made settlements on their lands, within the Spa- 

nish lines, and calling upon the governor general 

to give orders to displace them, and send them 

back to their own country. In this letter they as- 

sign, as a reason for asking this license for Arbuth. 

not, the want of a person to put in writing for 
them their talks of grievances against the Ame- 

ricans. And they add, “the commander of the fort 
of St. Marks has heard all of our talks and com- 
plaints. He approves of what we have done, and 
what we are doing; and it is by his recommenda- 
tion we have thus presumed to address your ex- 
cellency” You will findthese papers in the print- 
ed newspaper enclosed, and in the proceedings 
of the ccurt martial, and will point them out to 
the Spanish government, not only as decisive proofs 
of the unexampled compliances of the Spanish offi- 
cers in Florida, to foreign intrusive agents and in- 
stigators of Indian hostilities against the United 
States, but as placing, beyond a doubt, that parti- 
cipation of this hostile spirit in the commandant of 
St. Marks, which general Jackson so justly com- 
plains of; and of which we have so well! founded a 
right to demand the punishment. Here is the com- 
mandnnt of a Spanish, fort, bound by the sacred en- 
gagement of a treaty to restrain, by force, the In- 
dians within his command from committing hostili- 
ties against the United States, conspiring with 
those same Indians, and deliberately giving his 
written approbation to their appoin*ment of a fo- 
reigner, a British subject, as their agent, to solicit 
assistance and supplies from the governor general 
of the Uavanna, and from the British government, 
for carrying on these same hostilities. 

Let us come to the case of Ambrister—He was 
taken in arms; leading and commanding the Indi- 
ans, in the war against the American troops; and 
to that charge, upon his trial, pleading guilty. But 
the: primary object of bis coming there, was still 
LVIII.j] more hostile to Spain, than to the United 
States. You find that he told three of the witnes- 
ses, who testified at his trial, that he had come to 
this country upon Mr. Woodbine’s businéss at 
Tampa Bay—to see the negroes righted; and one 
ofthem, thet he had a commission in the patriot ar- 
my, under MlcGregor; and that he had expected a 
captaincy. And what was the intended business 
of McGregor and Woodbine, at Tampa Bay? It was 
the conquest of Fiorida from Spain, by the use of 
those very Indians and negroes, whom the com- 
mandant of St. Marks was so ready to aid and sup- 





portin the war against the United States. The 


| chain of broof that establisles this fact, is contain- 
‘ed in the documents communicated by the presi- 


dent to congress at their last session, relating to 
LVI.} the occupation of Amelia Island by M‘Gre- 
gor. From these documents you will find, that 
while McGregor was there, Woodbine went from 
New Providence, in a schooner of his own, to join 
him: That he arrived at Amelia Island, just as Mc- 
Gregor, abandoned the companions of his achieve- 
ment there, was leaving it: ‘Th.t McGregor, quit- 
ting the vessel in which he had enbarked at Ame- 
lia, went on board that of Woodbine, and returned 
with him to New Providence: That Woodbine had 
persuaded him they could yet accomplish the con. 
quest of Florida, with soldiers to be recruited at 
Nassau, from the corps of coloniel marines, which 
had servect under Nicholls during the late war 
with the United States, which corps had been late. 
ly disbancted; and with negroes to be found at 





Yampa Bay, and 1500 Indians, already then en- 
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gaged to Woodbine, who pretended that they had 
made a grant of all their lands there to him. 
LVIL a. b.] Among the papers, the originals of 
which are iw our possession, in McGregor’s own 
hand writing, instructions for sailing into Tampa 
Bay, with the assertion that he calculated to be 
there by the last of April or first of May, of the 
d.] present year; a letter dated 27th December 
last, to one of his acquaintance in this country, dis- 
e.] closing the same intention; and the cxtract ofa 
proclamation which was to have been issued at 
Tampa Bay,to the inhabitants of Florida, by the 
person charged with making the settlement there, 
before his arrival, announcing his approach, for the 
purpose of liberating them from the despotism of 
Spain, and of enabling them to form a government 
for themselves. He has persuaded those who 
would listen to him here, that his ultimate object 
was to sel] the Floridas to the United States. There 
is some reason to suppose that he had made indi- 
rect overtures, ofa similar nature, to the British 
government. This was Ambrister’s business in 
Florida. He arrived there in March, the pre- 
XLIX.] cursor of McGregor and Woodbine, and, 
immediately upon his errival, he is found seizing 
upon Arbuthnot’s goods, and distributing tkem 
among the negroes and Indians; seizing upon his 
vessel, and compelling its master to pilot him, 
with a body of armed negroes, towards the fort of 
St. Marks, with the declared purpose of taking it 
by surprise, in the night. Writing Iciters to go- 
vernor Cameron, of New Providence, urgently cal- 
ling for supplies of munitions of war, and of cannon 
for the war against the Americans; and letters to 
cal. Nicholls, renewing the same demands of sup- 
plies; informing him, that he is with 500 negroes, 
‘a few of our Bluff people,’ who had stuck io the 
cause, and were relying upon the faith of Nicholls’ 
promises. Our Biuff people were the people of 
the regro fort, collected by Nichotls’ and Wood- 
bine’s prucilamations,during the American and Eng- 
lish war, and the cause to which they stuck, was 
the savage, servile, exterminating war against the 
United States. 

Among the agents and actors of such virtuous 
enterprizes as are here unveiled, it was hardly ex- 
pected thatthere would be found remarkable evi- 
dences of their respect, confidence and good faith 
towards one another. Accordingly, besides the 
violent seizure and distribution, by Ambrister, of 
Arbuthnot’s property, his letters to governor Ca- 
meron, and to Nicholls, are filled with the distrust 
and suspicions of the Iidians, that they were de- 
ecived ar’ betrayed by Arbuthnot; while in Arbuth- 
nots Ietters te the same Nicholls, he accuses 
XLIX. f.] Woodbine of baving taken charge of poor 
Francis, tlhe prephet, or Hillis Hadjo, upon hiis re- 
turn from England to New Providence, «nd under 
peets ce of taking care of him and his affairs—of 
haviiig cdefrauced him of a large portion of the 
presents which had been delivered out from the 
king’: s‘ores to him, for Fraicis’s use. This is 
XLVIl. a.] one of the passages of Arbuthnot’s lei 
terto Nicholls, omitted inthe publication of it last 
Auy st, in the London newspapers. 

Js (is nerrative of dark and complicated depra- 
vi y; Uois creeping and insidious war, both against 
Spais. and the United Srates; this mockery of pa- 
trivium; ‘hese political philters to fugitive slaves 
anc i di-n outlaws; these pe:fidies and treache- 
ries « °' ‘ains incapable of keeping their faith even 
tc « .} over, all in the name cf South American 
liber’.  f the ri, hts of runaway negroes, and the 





wrongs of savage murderers—all combined and 


Pil y 7 


projected to plunder Spain of her provinces, and 
to spread massacre and devastation along the bor- 
ders of the United States? Is all this sufficient to 
cool the sympathies of his Catholic majesty’s go- 
vernment, excited by the execution of these two 
“subjects of a power in amity with the king?” The 
Spanish government is not at this day to be infurm: 
ed that, cruel as war, in its mildest forms, must be, 
it is, and necessarily toust be doubly cruel, when 
waged with savages; that savages make no prison- 


ers, but to torture them; that they give no quarter; - 


that they put to death without discrimination of 
age or scx; that these ordinary characteristics of 
Indian warfare have been applicable, in their most 
heart sickening horrors, to that war, left us by Ni- 
cholls,as his legacy, reinstigated by Woodbine, 
Arbuthnot and Ampbrister, and stimulated by the 
approbation, encouragement, and the aid of the 
Spanish commandant at St. Marks. Is proof requir- 
ed? Intreat the Spanish minister of state, for a mo- 
ment, to overcome the feelings which details like 
these must excite, and to reflect, if possible, with 
composure, upon the facts stated in the following 
extracts from the documents enclosed: 

Letter from sailing master Jairus Loomis to com- 
modore Daniel T. Patterson, 13th August, 1816, 
XXIIL.] reporting the destruction of the negro fort. 

‘On examining the prisoners, they stated that 
* Etward Daniels, O.S. who was made prisoner in 
*‘ the boat, on the 17th July, was tarred and burnt 
*€ alive.” 

Letter from Archibald Clarke to gen. Gaines, 
26th Feb. 1817. (Message of the president of the 
U. States to congress, 25th March, 1818, p. 9.) 

**On the 24th inst. the house of Mr. Garrett, re- 
*‘ siding in the upper part of this county, near the 
“boundary of Wayne county, (Georgia) was at- 
“tacked, during his absence, near the middle of 
* the day, by this party, (of Indians) consisting of 
“about fifteen, who shot Mrs. Garret,in two places, 
** and then despatched her by stabbing and scalp- 
“ing. Her two children, one about three years, 
‘Sand the other two months old, were also mur ered 
‘‘ and the eldest scalped; the house was then plun- 
“ dered of every article of value, and set on fire.” 

LXI!.] Letter from Peter B. Cook (Arbuthnot’s 
clerk) to Eliz. A. Carney, at Nassau, dated Su- 
wahnee, 19th Jan. 1818, giving an account of their 
operations with the Indians, against the Americans, 
and their massacre of lieut. Scott and his party. 

‘‘ There wasa boat that was taken by the Indi- 
‘ans, that had in it thirty men, seven women, four 
“‘smali children. There were six of the men got 
‘‘ clear, and one woman saved, and all the rest of 
“them got killed. Thechildren were took by the 
‘leg, and their brains dashed out against the 
* boat.” 

If the bare recital of scenes like these cannot be 
perused without shuddering, what must be the 
agonized feelings of those whose wives and chil- 
dren are, from day to day, and from night to night, 


exposed to be the victims of the same barbarity? 


lias mercy a voice to plead for the perpetrators 
and instigators of deeds like these? Should enqui- 
ry hereafter be made, why, within three months 
after this event, the savage Hamathli Micco, upon 
being taken by the American troops, was, by order 
of their conmmander, immediately hung, let it be 
told that, that ssvage was the commander of the 
party by which those women were butchered, and 
those heipless infants were thus dashed against 
the boat. Coniending with such enemies, although 
humanity revolts at entire retaliation upon them, 
and spares the lives of their feeble and defenceless 
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women and children, yet mercy herself surrenders 
to retributive justice the lives of their leading war- 
riors taken in arms—and still more the lives of the 
foreign, white incendaries; who, disowned by their 
own governments,and disowning their own natures, | 
degrade themselves beneath the savage character, ! 
by voluntarily decending to its level. Is not this: 
the dictateof common sense? Is itnot the usage 

of legitimate warfare? Is itnot consonant tothe) 
soundest authorities of national law! ‘When at! 





“war (says Vattel) with a ferocious nation, which | 


‘observes norules and grants no quarter, they 
‘ may be chastised in the persons of those of them 
‘*who may be taken; they are of the number of the 
“ruilty; and by this rigor the attempt may be 





| 


\ 


to the United States for the heavy and necessary 
expenses which they have been compelled to incur, 
by the failure of Spain to perform her engagement, 
-to restrain the Indian*, aggravated by this demon- 
strated complicity of her commanding officers with 
them, in their hostilities against the United States: 
That the two Englishmen executed by order of 
general Jackson were not enly identified with the 
savages, with whom they were carrying on the war 
against the United States, but that one of them was 
the mover and fomenter of the war, which, without 
his interference and false promises to the Indians of 
support from the British government, never would 
have happened—that the other was the instrument 
of war against Spain as well as the United States, 


« made of bringing them toa sense of the laws of! commissioned by McGregor, and expedited by 


“humanity.” And again: * As a genera) lias the 
“right of sacrificing the lives of his enemies to bis 
‘*own safety or that of his people, if he has to con- 


Woodbine, upon their project of conquering Flo- 
rida vith these Indians and negroes: That, as ac- 
complices of the savages, and, sinning against their 


“tend with an inkuman enemy, often guilty of/ better knowledge, worse than savages, gen. Jack- 





“such excesses, he may take the lives of some of 


“his prisoners, and treat themas his own people | 


son, possessed of their persons and of the proofs of 
their guilt, might, by the Jawful and ordinary 


‘have been treated.’ The justification of these j usages of war, have hung them both without the 


principles is found in their salutary efficacy, for | 
terror and for example. It is thus only that the 

barbarities of Indians can be successfully encoun- | 
tered. It is thus only that the worse than Indian 
barbarities of European imposters, pretending au- 
thority from their governments, but always disa- 
vowed, can be punished and arrested. Great Bri- 
tain yet engages the alliance-and co operation of 
savages inwar. But her government has invartia- 
bly disclamed all countenance or authorization to 
her subjects to instigate them against us in time of 
peace. Yetso it has happened, that from the pe- 
viod of our established independence to this day, al! 
the Indian wars with which we have been aflicied 
have been distinctly traceableto the instigation of 
English traders or agents, always disavowed, yet 
always felt, more than once detected, but never 
before punished. Two of them, offenders of the 
ceepest dye, after solemn warning to their govern- 
ment, and individually to one of them, have fallen, 
Alagvrante deiicto, into the hands of an American ge- 
neral: and the punishment inflicted upon them 
has fixed them on high as an example, awful in its 
exhibition, but, we trust, auspicious in its results, 
of that which awaits unauthorised pretenders of 
European agency, to stimulate, and interpose in 
wars between the United States and the Indians, 
within their control. 

This exposition of the origin, the causes, and the 
character of the war with the Seminole Indians and 
part of the Creeks, combined with McGregor’s 
mock patriots and Nicholls’ negroes, which neces- 
sarily led our troops into Florida, and gave rise to 
all those incidents of which Mr. Pizarro so vehe- 
mently complains, will, it is hoped, enable you to 
present other and sounder views of the subject to his 
Gatholic majesty’s government. lt will enable you to 
show that the occupation of Pensacola and St. Marks { 
was occasioned neither by a spirit of hostility to 
Spain, nor with a view to extort, prematurely, the 
province from her possession; that it was rendered 
ecessarv by the neglect of Spain to perform her 
eagagements of restraining the Indians from hosti- 
liuies awainst the United States, and by the culpable 


formality of a trial: That, to allow them every pos- 
sible opportunity of refuting the proofs, or of show- 
ing any circumstance in extenuation of their crimes, 
he gave them the benefit of a court martial, of 
highly respectable officers: That the defence of one 
consisted, solely and exclusively, of technical ca« 
vils at the nature of part of the evidence against 
him, and the other confessed his guilt. Finally, 
that, in restoring Pensacola and St. Marks to Spain, 
the president gives the most signal proof of bis 
confidence, that hereafter her engagement to re- 
Strain, by force, the Indians of Fiorida from all hos- 
tilities against the United States, will be effectually 
fulfilled; that there will be no more murders, no 
more robberies within our borders, by savages 
prowling along the Spanish line, and seeking shel- 
ter within it, to display in their villages the sea!ps 
of our women and children, their victims, and to 
sell, with shameless effrontery, the plunder fron 
our citizens in Spanish forts and cities; that we 
will hear no more apologies from Snanish govern- 
ors and commandants, of their inability to perform 
the duties of their office and the solemn contracts 
of their country—no more excuses for compliances 
to the savage enemies of the United States, from 
the dread of their attacks upon themselves—no 
more harboring of foreign impostors, upon compul- 
sion; that a strength sufficient will be kept in the 
province to restrain the Indians by force, and offi- 
cers empowered and instructed to employ it effec- 
tually to malutain the good faith of the nation, by 
the effective fulfilment of the treaty. The duty of 
of this government to protect the persons end pro- 
perty of our felTlow-citizens, on the borders of the 
United States, is imperative—it must be discharged 
—and if, after ull the warnings that Spain has had 
—if,ufter the prostration ofali her territorial rights 
and neutral obligations, by Nicholls and bis ban- 
ditti, during the war, and of all her treaty supula- 
tious, by Arbuthnot and Ambrister, abetted by her 


= 
— 


own commanding officers, during pesce,to the cruel 
annovance of the United States—if ine necessities 
of self-defence should again eompel the United 


States to take nossession of the Sspanisn forts and 


7% 











countenance, encouragement and assistance given |places in Florida, declare, with the candor and 

to those Indians in thefr hostilities, by the Spanish | frankness that become us, that another uncondi 

governor and commandant at these piaces: That j|tions! restoration of them must not be expected ay 
the United States have a right to demand, as the |that even the presideni’s contidence in the sood ah 
president does demand, of Spain the punishment of | faith and ultimate justice of the Spanish govern ii 


these officers for this misconduct; aud he further 


ment will yield to the painful experience of conti 
Uemards of Spain a just and reagonable indemnity 


nyai disappoiiiment; and that, after unw danc 
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almost unnumbered appeals to them, for the per- 
formance of their stipulated duties, in vain, the U. 
States will be reluctantly compelled to rely, for the 
protection of their borders, upon themselves alone. 
You are authorised to communicate the whole of 
this letter, and the accompanying documents, to 

the Spanish government. I have the honor, &c. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Extract of a letter (No. 9.) from Mr. Adams to Mr. 

Erving, dated 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washingion, December 2, 1818. 
**On the 27th of March last the Spanish minister 
here, Mr. Onis, addressed a letter to this depart- 
ment, for the professed purpose of vindicating the 
character and conduct of the Spanish commanding 
officers in Florida, and of proving that they had in- 
variably discharged their duties of friendly pro- 
ceedings towards the United States, and the obli- 
gations of the treaty of 1795, by which Spaia was 
bound to restrain, by force, the hostilities of her 
Indians in Florida against the United States. To 
this letter are annexed fourteen documents; the 
greater part of which consist of remonstrances, 
addressed, during the late war between the Unit- 
ed States and Great Britain, to British officers, 
against their continual violations of the neutrality 
of the Spanish territory. It is not however to these 
66] documents, but to the two numbered 13 and 
14, as annexed to that letter, that 1 wish to invite 
67.] your attention. No. 13 is the ¢rans/ation of a 
letter, purporting to be from Bowlegs, one of the 
Indian Seminole chiefs most inveterately hostile to 
the United States, to Don Jose Coppinger, gover- 
nor of St. Agustine—a translation, you will say— 
why a translation: and from what language? Nei- 
ther governor Coppinger nor Mr. Onis furnish the 
means of answering that question. They are fur- 
nished however by the papers of Arbuthnot, which 
fell into gen. Jackson’s hands—the language was 
49.] English, and the original was written by Ar- 
buthnot. The draft was found among his papers, 
No. 2,] and was produced to the court martial 
upon his trial. We naturally suppose that gover- 
nor Coppinger, upon receiving a letter in English, 
from a Semmole Indian chief, must have been sur- 
prised, unless he knew from whom and whence it 
came. The substance of his answer shews that he 
did know, both whence it came and the character 
of iim by whom it was written. By the copies of 
the two letters which are enclosed you will see, in 
that of Bowlegs, a part of the systematic intrigues 
of Arbuthnot to instigate as well the Spanish com- 
manders in Florida, as the savages, against the 
United States—and in that of governor Coppinger, 
a direct declaration tothe Indian, that all his sup. 
posed causes of alarm and complaint “proceed from 
‘the information of persons in whom he ougiit not 
‘19 place the smallest confidence, it being their 
principle to employ such opportunities for the 
purpose of seducing him and his people from 
“their daily labor.” After offering his own friend- 
ly advice, the governor adds, “I am fearful howe- 
<‘ ver that the sentiments of those who come into 
«‘ the territory, under the appearance of friendship, 
“but with bad intentions, may influence your 
«minds, and obtain your confidence, by their flat- 
“tering representions, And, finally, he complains, 
“that two persons had laiely presented them. 
“selves, as commissioners of the English nation, 
‘and carried of several runaway negroes, belong- 
“¢ ing to the inhabitants of the province.” it 15 ap- 


a 


was well informed of the operations of Arbuthnot 
and Woodbine, and that he saw them in their true 
colors. How, then, does it happen that a year af- 
terwards the Spanish commandant of St. Marks is 
so entirely leagued with Arbuthnot, as to sign his 
name to the approbation of a power of attorney gi- 
ven to him by the hostile chiefs, to write letters 


}and deliver talks in their names—to hold councils 


‘of war with them at his quarters—to hold, as pri- 
soners, white persons, inhabitants of the province, 
taken by them—and to write a letter to Arbuthnot, 
asking him to come and confer with him upon sub- 
jects which could not be committed to paper? The 
original of that letter, which is in bad French, and 
40.] in the hand writing of the commandant of 
St. Marks, signed by him, is in our possession, a 
copy of it is among the papers enclosed. We can- 
not doubt that the Spanish government will consi- 
der it as a proofof the conspiracy of the comman- 
dant of St. Marks with Arbuthnot and the Indians 
against the United States. Should he be put upon 
his trial, as you are instructed to demand, the ori- 
ginal letter, itself, will be transmitted, to be exhi- 
bited to the court. 

It is to be observed, that the original draft, in 
the hand writing of the letter of Bowlegs to gov. 
Coppinger, differs in several paragraphs from the 
translation communicated by Mr. Onis, as received 
by him from gov. Coppinger. The following pas- 
Sage particularly, which appears in the draft pro- 
duced before the court martial, is not in the trans- 
lation furnished by gov. Coppinger: “The Spa- 
nish subjects in the'Floridas, are too much in the 
interest of the Americans to be our friends: for 
the governors I shall always entertain the greatest 
regard; but for the people, they do not act so as to 
merit my esteem and protection.” The remainder 
of the letter is nearly the same. We do not sup- 
pose that the omission was made by the governor, 
but rather that Arbuthnot, yet uncertain how such 
a reflection would be received, omitted it from the 
letter itself, which was transmitted to the go- 
vernor. 

The papers marked LX1. LXIIT. and LXVIIL are 
copies of originals, in the hand writing of Arbuth- 
not, taken with the rest of his papers, but not ex- 
hibited before the court martial. The sheet of his 
journal is of some importance, as esiablishing his 
connection and dissatisfaction with Woodbine. 
LXV. is a letter from him, said to be to an officer 
of rank in England, (no doubt Nicholls,) dated 
30ith January, 1818, only three months before he 
was taken. The shect of the journal shews tlt 
Arbuthnot arrived, with Woodbine, from New Pro- 
vidence, at Suwany, about the last of October, 1816, 
and that they immediately commenced their opera- 
tions with the Indians against the United States. 
Bowlegs’ letter to governor Coppinger, is dated the 
18th of November, of that year, and apologizes for 
his sot having sooner answered a letter of Septem- 
ber, from the governor, by the impossibility he 
had been under, of finding a person to write the an- 
swer for him. Among other complaints against 
Woodbine, in this journal, there is one distinctly, 
that he had promised the savages assistance from 
the British government, without authority, and by 
direct falsehood; and he expresses an appprehen- 
sion, that when the Indians find out that none of 
those promises are realized, their fury will fall upon 
himself.” 

CP The numeral le'ters and figures in the margin 
of the above letters, refer to documents contained in 
the appendiz thereto, the most important of which may 





parent from this letter, that governor Copp:nger 


be published so soon as we obtain copies of them. 
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Our relations with Spain. 
DOCUMENTS TRANSMITTED 1 0 CONGRESS 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGBNCER, 


anterior date to the papers already published 

respecting our relations with Spain. 

Correspondence of Mr. G. W. Erving. minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States at Madrid, and Don Jose Pizarro, Jirst secre 
cary of state, referred to in the president's message of 17th of 
November, 1818. 

TRANSLATION. 
Don Jose Pizarro to Mr. Erving. 

The first secretary of state has the honor of transmitting to the 
minister of the United States.a copy of some paragraphs of a note 
of the 7ch of February, 1803 (and propositions which accom panied 
it) to Don Pedro Cevallos, and he avails himself of this occasion 
to repeatthe assurance of his consideration. 

The Palace, 8th July, 1818. 

Copy of some paragraphs of a note, directed to Don Pedro Cevallos, 
on the 7th of February, 1803, by Mr. Charles Pinckney, minister 
of the United States. 

“To obtain this, they have authorized me to say that, should his 
Majesty be now inclined to sei] to the United States his possessions 
on the east side of the Mississippi. or between that and the river 
Mohile (agreeably to the propositions enclosed) the United States 
will make to his majesty, and I do now make, ia their name, the 
important offer of guaranteeing to him and his successors his 
dominions beyond the Mississipi 

“Propositions on the part of the United States. 

“Ist. The United States will purchase the possessions of his 
Catholic mejesty, on the east side of Une river Mississippi, for which 
they will pay doliars. 

“2d, They will purchase these possessions, for which they will 
pay duilars, and moreover guarantee to his majesty and his 
successors, his pussesssions beyond the Mississippi. 

“3d. They will purchase the country between the rivers Missis- 
sip and Mobile, belonging to his Catholic majesty. and also places 
of deposit near the mouths of the other },vigable rivers. passing 
trom this territory through either of the iloridas, for which they 
will pay dollars, or enter into other obligations which 
may be thought equivalent to the acquisition. 

“4th. If neither of these propositions can be acceded to, they 
wiil then purchase certain tracts of country on the banks of the 
Mississippi, and the other rivers passing from their territury into 
tiat of his Catholic majesty, for which they will pay dollars, 
of enter into other obhyations which may be thought equivalent to 
the acquisition.” 

Mr. Erving to Don Jose Pizarro. 
Madrid, July 9, 1818. 

SIR—I have had the honor to receive your excellency’s note of 
yesterday’s date, eniosing a paragraph from a note addressed to 
this government, on the 7th February, 1803, hy Mr. Pinckney, 
at that time minister of the United States at this court; together 
with certain proposals of the same minister, to which the paragraph 
cited refers. 

‘hough I find that these proposals are as explicit in their form 
as your exceilency, in conversation stated them to be, yet, I also 
find, as I presumed, that they were not made or renewed by the 
special mission which treated with Mr. Cevallos in the year 1805, 
and that they do no affect, and cannot reeeive any application to 
the great questions uow under consideration. They, in fact, offer 
the United States, as guarantee of bis majesty’s possessions, on the 
— hank of the Mississippi, in part consideration for cessions 
which he was to make of the whole of his then possessions, or cer- 
tain districts of thein to the eastward of that river; but, posterior 
to this offer, namely, on the 30¢A April, 1803, the greater part of| 
the territory thus proposed to be purchased, and the whole thus 
proposed to be guaranteed, passed into the possession of, and now 
make partof the United States. ‘Thus, the state of possession in 
that quarter having been changed, the motive to guarantee on one 
side, and the necessity to receive a guarantee on the other having 
ceased, all that passed upon the subject, there fore, is as though it 
were obliterated from the records. 

The only security which occurs to me as possible to be stimulated, 
under present circumstances, is that of thirty leagues desart, which 
I mentioned in my two last conversations, and, in fact, this kind 
of material security in transactions between t Wo great nations, 
ought, according to my apprehension, always to have the prefer- 
ence over the other kind of stipulations; for though such stipula- 
tions should be most religiously observed, even in the extreme 
cases wherein, by the universal practice of nations, they are deviated 
from, or altogether dispensed with, yet, in the still greater extremity 

of war, they cease to be binding of course, and cannot be renewed 
but after the war, and then the imiucement to renew them may 
have ceased: whereas, the material security of which I speak 
always remains. War does not cultivate desarts, but it makes 


vernment. t can only say that, if my suggestion should be adopted s 
I shall be ready to pat it into form, and with that, I consider that 
the uly great difficulty toa happy termination of our differences 
is removed. i sn 

I renew to your excellency assurances of my distinguished con 


sideration. GEO. W. ERVING: 


TRATSLATION |. 

Don Jose Pizarro to Mr, Erving. . A he 
SIR:—In several late conferences with you, I havé had the 
honor to manifest to you the regrets of tis majesty that it has not 
been possible yet to ter-ninate the discussions depending hetwees 
the two governments, as his majesty flattered himseli wight be 
done, in cons quence o} the instructions given to his minister 
plenipotentiary. esprciaily sines, om the part af the king, ther’ 
had nut been, nor is there any objection to carry info effect tie 
arrangement of the indennitics reciprecally claimed by Spaniards 
and A:nericans, nor to proceed to the sefth ment of liants, upon 
grounds conforming to the ueaties aud to continual and unjnter4s 
rupted possessiou, nor for Spain to cede to the United States the 
two Floridas, for a reasonabi- equivalent exchange mm territory, 
to the west of Mississippi; nor finally, in ezse ef not being able to 
come toaceord on aff the pending questions, and especially, those 
of limits, to refer to the arbitration or mediation of one, two or more 
powers, friends of both perties; without preventing, after the limit 
which should appear to be just should be settled by such arbitra- 
tion or mediation, that we should proceed to efvet by means of the 
same inediatiun, or without it, if it should aceonsmhodate the Unit- 
ed} States, an exchange of the two Flovidas for equivalent territory 
w the westof the Mississippi. 

‘he king thought of this arbitration as the most certain and 
prompt mean of terminating the discussion of limits, each party 
exposing, before thé arbitrating or medjating powers, the tiths or 
grounds on which it rested its rights and pretensions, dnd he has 
not been able to change his opinion on seeing the answer given 
upon this point by the secretary of state of the United States, to 
Don Luis de Onis, for,io the proposal made by that minister pleni- 
potentiary, by express order of his majesty, respecting said medi - 
tion or arbitration, there has not beeu, nor 1s there a question, as 
Mr. Adams scems to suppose, of inviting the United States ts 
take part in relations or ramifications belonging te any ruterest: 
of the European powers, nor in what he calls the labyrinth of 
their politics, but merely that one or more impartial governments, 
triendly to both parties, should take cognizanze of the data of face 
and right on which they found, fespectively, the demarkation of 
limits, which each pretends to substantiate; which measure is; ine 
effect, the same as that which the United States adopted in its 
last treaty with Great Britain; for adjustment of a similar kind, 
there being no other diderence between the two cases, but in the 
greater or lesser importance of the territories ™ — 

For this state of things, and vis majesty, animated with the most 
efficacious desire to employ whatever wedns are in his power to 
terminate, satistactorily, all and every one of the points in question, 
I represented to his majesty that you and I, in our late conferences, 
had been of opinion that it might contribute to facilitate th: 
arrangement of those points on which hitherto both governmen:s 
have not been able to come to accord, to carry forthwith ito ef- 
fect that on which they are already agreed, that is, the settlement 
of the reciprocai indemnities ot Americans and Spaniards, which 
were the object of the convention of 1802, for which only was. 
wonting the ratification, on the part of Spain, suspended for rea- 
sons and by circumstances which are notorious. The king instan iy 
applauded this suggestion of mine and yours, and desirous of yiv- 
ing to the United States efficient proofs of his desire of an arrange 
Ment on ali the points, comsuandcd me immediately to draw oui a 
ratification of the said convention of August i1, 1802, to bes ue 
to Don Luis de Onis, to the end, that he may present the same, aud 
exchange it for that of the United States, and I have the honor ta 
enclose the enjoined copy for your due information. The termina: 
tion of this point, already agreed ou, in no respect can embarrass 
the ulterior progress of the negociation upon the others, and ii 
Don Luis de Onis, pursuant to his first imstructions, or to the ex- 
planation which subsequently, on two occasions, have been grvens 
wo bia, or if because the government of the United States has 
reduced its demands to terms more compatible with the rights o8- 
Spain, shall, on the arrival of said ratificasion, have alrcady secued 
this point conjeintly with the others, there wil! not, trFefore, 
result any kind of embarrassment or contradiction, since the re 
cognition of the reciprocal indemnities between Spaniards ant 
Americans and the mode of liquidating them (the only objects 
comprehe: ..d by the convention of 1802) will always have to 
enter into the arrangement which may have been effected, or may 
take place; and only in the manner of paying the debt whieh shail 
result from the liquidation made, can there be, or arise, hereafter, 
any alteration, in ease the territorial arraagements should be curn- 
bined with the other indenmfications. ee 

His majesty hopes that the United States will'see in this measure 
a proof of his friendly disposition; and, if he may flatter hims-ir 
with others equa} and reciprocal on the part of the government of 
the Unjted States, he does not doubt that shortly will disappear the 





thems however, these and other important considerations belong- 
‘0g to the subject, will be duly deliberated on by bis mafesty’s go 
Vor XV.—-—28, 
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arrangement. The political, commercial, and territorial interests 
of the United States and Spain are not opposed to each ether, 
extraneous circumstances, and independent, perhaps, of the will 
ot both governments, have been able to complicate and embarrass 
their political relations. A simcere desire to understand each other 
and to approximate cordially, each ceding something of thatwhich 
ue supposes that he hasaright to exact of the other, a perhaps 
be the commencement of a vew order of things, in which the go- 
vernment of Spain and that of the United States, tar from oecupy- 
ing themselvesin disegreeable discussions, will mutually contribute 
tv augment the prosperity and wel} being of both nations. 

No occupation will be to ine more egreeable than that of em- 
ploying my weak efforts in serving the king my master, in so in- 
teresting an object; and I should net do the justice which I owe to 
your rights and conciliatory and friendly dispositions, if I was pot 
persuaded that you will lay the whole before your government in 
the same temper. 

As Don Jose Martinez, who came from the United States last 
mouth wich dispatebes frem Don Luis de Quis, isto return thither, 
I notily you thereof, thet you may, if you please, profit of this 
upportuniy to send yours to that country, I renew to you, &e. 

JOSE PIZARRO. 

Palace, 9th July, 1818. 

Copy of a ratification given by his Catholic majesty to the conven- 
teen setiicd on 1th August, 1802, between Don Pedro Cevallos, 
jirst secretary of state and despatch as plenipotentiary ef Den 


—— 


territorial questions now in discussion, I have lost no time in 
transmitting acopy of your communieation to my government, 
I understand also, with your excellency, that this ratification 
can be no obstacle to any general transaction on the whole of the 
matters in dispute which may be hereafter made, and that it is 
Not to interfere with, but to be made wholly subordinate and 
subservient to whatever arrangement Mr. Onis may possibly have 
entered into with my government, in pursuance of the instructions 
which you have lately sent to that minister. | 

I desire to avail myself of your obliging offer to transmit my 
| dispatches for the United States by Don Jose Martinez, and reques? 
that you will be pleased to inform me when that gentleman will 
leave Madrid. 

I renew to your excellency assurrances of my distinguished con- 


sideraion. 
GEORGE W. ERVINC. 
TRANSLATION.” 
Don Jose Pizarro to Mr. Erving. 
, Saccedon, 19th July, 1818. 
SIR:—In one of our late conferences, I had the honor to state 
to you anew his majesty’s readiness to ecde both the Floridas to 
the United States, the acquisition of which appeared to be sw 
essentiai to the growth and prosperity of the American Union, in 
consideration of a suitable equivalent to be made to his majesty, 
| ina district of territory situated to the westward of the Mississippi. 
| In adverting to the great importance of this cession, I was palt- 
' vay led to reeal to your recollection the contents of different 





Carlos the ath, and Mr. Cuaries Pinckney, as plenipotentiary of’ notes, addressed by the minister of the United States, Mr. Charles 


the United States of America, 

Whereas, an the llth day of August, 1802, there was concluded 
and signed, ba Madrid, between Dou Pedro Cevallos, first secretary 
«WY state of the king my august father end Jord, and Mr. Charies 
Pinekney. minister plenipotentiary of my great and gov fricaids | 
the United States of America, competently authorized thereto by | 
their respective governments, a convention, which had tor its ob- | 
icct the reciprocal imdemnity for losses, damages, and iijuries 
‘which accrued during the war, then concluded, in consequence of 
excesses committed by individuals ef both neers Aen the law 
of nations or the existin, treaty; and no determi time having 
been fixed for the correspondent ratification, the said convertion | 
was ratified, by the president of the United States, with consent | 
of the scnate of the same, year and a half after its conclusion, | 
and, ow the part of Spain, the ratification was further deferred, | 
on account of the desire manifested to regulate, at one aid the | 
same tue, not only the pomt determined on by the said conven | 
tion, but also thus: Which had remained undecided on im the same, | 
and others of a different nature, though of not less importance, 
which could not take effect on aceount of posterior Gecarrences | 
in Spain, which are quite notorious; aud I now, consid ring that, | 
#1 the present circumstances, to Carry forthwith into pure and due | 
effect the stipulations of the said convention of llth August, 1502, | 
far from topeding the course and desired termination of the other 
questions dependog between the two governments, may conti- 
hace to iacilitate the Most prompt and satisiactury arrangement : 
of ell of them; and having seen and examined the said convention, 
which coutaius seven articles, the dorim and tenor of wiiich is as 
foilows> 


‘ 





[Here the convention ] 

Therefore, have conciuded to approve aud ratify, whatever the 
said convention contains in its seven articles, as, i Virtue of these 
presents, I do approve aud ratify in the best and most ample totin 
that I can, pronusing, on the faith and word of a king, w tuifil 
it and observe it, aud to cause it to be fulfilled and observed w huiiy 
ss though 1 myself had made and signed it. In testimony whercot, 
I have ordered to be dispatched the present, signed with my hand, 
sealed with my seerct seai, and attested by my underwritten coun- 
seifor and first secretary of state and Gespatche Given in Madrid, 
this 9th of July, 1818, 


JOSE PIZARRO. 


YO EL REY. 


Mr. Erving to Don Jose Pizarro, at Sacedon. 
hs Madrid, July 16, 1818. 
SIR:—K was not ull the evening of the 13th instaut u:at ( had 


Pinckney, to his majesty’s government, upon this subject, and 
particularly of that of the 7th February, 1803—in which, having 
earnestly sulicited, ay he had already done in several preceding 


| notes, the decision of his majesty to sell to the American govert- 


ment both Floridas, or at least that part of West Florida lying be- 
tween the Mississippi and the Mobile, he offered formaliy, in the 
name and on behalf of the United States, not only to pay in money 
the value of the territory so ceded, but that the United States, in 
case the said cession should take effect, would further guarautee 
to the king, amd his successors, his dominions situated beyond the 
Mississippi. ‘lhe cession of the two Floridas being one of the ob- 
jects contempiated in the proposed adjustment, [ stated to you 
that the contingency appeared to have approached, in considera- 
tion of which tie formal oifer had been made to his majesty, on 
the part of the United States, of the guarantee of his dominions 
situated beyond the Mississippi, or otherwise beyond the western 
boundary line, tu be agreed upon in the final adjustment; the 
guarantee of which, forming a part of the stipulations of that ad- 
Jusunent, would, ia my opinivn, be a more effectual means of 
saciiitating the tual couciusion of the points depending, not only 
from its essential importance, hut as being the most conclusive 
evidence of a desire, o ¢ the partof the United States, to preserve 
and perpetuats a good witelligence with the government of Spain, 
and the more agreeabl- to bis majesty, as being a spontaneous 
otfer ot the United States, on whose behalf the proposition was 
formally made, without any previous transaction or request on 
the part of the Spanish government. 

Upon whieh you were pleased to state to me, that you had no 
| previous knowledge of the said offer of a guarantee being made 
| by your predecessor, on behalf of the United States, which you 

attributed to the dispersion and loss of a considerable part of ihe 

archives of the Ancrican legation, at the time of the invasion of 
the French. I then offered to furnish you with a copy of the 
| proposals made by Mr. Pinckney, and of that part of the note of 
(7th February, 1853, which enclosed them, and specified their object 
.—which copics were sent to you on the 8th instant. 
In your answer of the 9th, you were pleased to acknowledge 
the receipt of those copies; and at the same time you had tlie 
| guodiess to enter itu the subject matter not only on the particular 
| point of the protiived guarantee, but you also offeved other obser- 
vations Connected with the matters depending between the two 
| governments, che adjusiment of which, is se interesting to both 
countries. 

In adverting to your observations, you will permit me to remark,- 

‘that Ll cannot agree with you su far as to persuade myself that 
the guarantee off-red to lis majesty by the United States, on the 


the honor to r. Ccive your excellency’s note of the Sth, communicat- | 7tn of February, 1303, in case of his disposition to sell to thein 
ing to mea copy of his Catholic majesty’s ratification of the con- | te Fioridas or part of West Florida, was confined to the guarantee 
vention made between the United States and Spain on the 11th | of the lett bank of the Mississippi, or westirn Louisiana, as you 
Angust, 1502, ! eoneceive; amd that the United States, having acquired the whole 


Tn the late conferences which I have had with you, I have re- 
ecrived With grvat satisiacuon the assurances which you have 
given to sie of your sincere desire to terminate by a general 


of Louisiaus ty the treaty of the 30th of April, 1803; and the ter~ 
ritory vifeved to be guaranteed, having been severed from his ma- 
jesty’s dominions, the said offer had been aunulled, or become 





zrrangement all tie questions in discussion between our two go- | extinct of itselt, or by the want of its particular object. If you 
vernments; 1 do full justice to the conciliatory dispositions of | will take the trouble to examine attentively that offer, and the 
your exceHency, and ain persuaded that the pressing baportance | proposals accompanying it, (for which purpose I think it pro- 
of such an adjustwwent has not escaped your enlighiened mind; | per to enclose a copy of the whole note of the 7th of February, 
but however painful may be the disappointment of his majesty | 1803,) you wiil distinctly see that what the United States offered 
at Sactiwe sene-@ favoravle conclusion to the negociatious has net | to guarautee to his wajesty, was uot che right bank of the Missis- 
yesulted frosm the instructions heretofore sent to Don Luis de Onis, ‘sippi, but his dowinions situated beyond the Mississippi: “Ais 
I cannot but remind you that I have not omitted to assure his | dominions beyond the Mississippi.” as expressed in the said note, 
majesty s cabinet, through you, that those instructions would be | or Ais possessions heyond the Mississippi, as expressed in the pro- 
fousd to be wholly inadequate to the object: the causes of their | posal. A proof that that offer embraced generally ail the dominions 
tailure are so perfectly apparent in the correspondence between | of bis majesty in America, or at least on the continent of North 
that minister and the secretary of state of the United States. which, Avnerica, is the great miportance attached in the same note to the 
by order of the president, has been Iaid before congress, that I may | offer, which would have been not only unimportant, but delusive, 
be excused from enicring further into the matter. land of no value, if applied to the western bank of the Mississippi; 
I reecive with pjcasute whatever may contribute to the great | whieh, independent of its being suMicientiy guaranteed by its 
object in view; a1 d though the convention of 180% embraces but | local position, bad becn, as was well known, in February, 1803, 
a portion of the claims of the United States of the same nature,| retroeeded to France some three years befor; and that Mr. Mon- 
yet, Cons Gering it asa preliminary toa similar adjustment of the| roe was et Paris, or on his way tiither, to acquire it from France, 
whele of such elaitns, as weil as of those for French spoliations| whose sovereignty was already ack owiceged by the Unit: 6 States. 
specially reserved hy it, and trusting that it may, as your exeel-| It is, thereiore, evident that th. guarartec offered must have 
jency hopcs, jay a iousdation for am atwicable serememt of the ’ been of the territories ou the North American continent, belong- 
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-ne to his majesty, to the westward of the Mississippi, and of] 
"suis, which i longer belonged to Spain at the time the 
said offer was made; and nothing so clearly evinces the under- 
stand ng of the United States, and of Mr. inckuey, asthe very 
expressions employed by him in his note, to prove the ma itnde 
of the offer. He says: “Tbe immense importance of this offer 
to the crown of Spain merits the serious consideration of his ma- 
jesty and hi, ministers, when we reflect that vo other nation can 
‘make an offer so highly advantageous: it is one which the United 
States would never have decided on making, but from @ conviction 
that the territories they now solicit of Spain are indispeusably 
necessary to them.” You can judge how far these expressions 
were applicable in February. 1203, to the guarantee of the right 
bank of the Mississippi, which no longer belong®d to his majesty 
since 1800, which was retroceded to France, and the acquisition 
of which, by the United States, was thea negociating at Paris, by 
Mr. Monroe; and whether their obvious and Jiteral meaning, a7 
the magnitude of the object of the cuarantee, could be applicable 
to any thing other than that of all the possessions of his majesty 
in America, or at jeast of the dominions of Spain on the continent 
of North America, westward of the Mississippi, in exchange for 
the advantages which the United States contemplated on deriving 
dy the pec vt of the two Floridas, or at least that, part of West 
Florida lying between the Mississippi and the Mobile. Yuu can- 
nut, therefore, be surprized that, af his majesty is now deliberating | 
on a general adjustment with the American government, inmeluding | 
an article by which it is proposed to cede the two Floridas to the 
United States, for a suitable equivalent to the westward of the 
Mississippi, he should advert to the formal offer of a guarantee 
made by the United States, for this special purpose, of his do 
minions and possessions beyond the Mississippi—tbat is, beyond; 
the western line, stipulated in the same general adjustment, as 
tie boundary between the American territories and those of his 
snajesty on the continent of North America, ‘ 

In consequence of the abovementioned note of Mr. Pinckney, 
and the commenication made to his majesty’s government by the 
government of the United States, on the 7th of Fcbruary, 1863, 
} deem it necessary ferther to remark, that, in 1803, nearly three | 
years after his majesty had ceded hack Lovisiava to France, and) 
when Mr. Monroe was about coneluding the purchase of Louisiana, | 








‘at Paris, with the government of Bonaparte, the American govern-- 


ment admitted, in the most formal manuwet, that the territory | 


_ situated between the Mississippi and ‘the Mobile beionged to his 


Catholic majesty. and formed a part of West Florida, aud not of: 
Lonisiana, as it has since been wis! d to be supposed, his majesty . 
having been violently deprived of the peaceful possession of the : 
same during his absence from these kingdoms. You will be, 
pleased. sir, to recollect, that while Mr. Monroe was negociaung 
the purchase of Louisiana, at Paris, in 1809, Mr. Pinckney, at 
Madrid, solemrly off-red-the king of Spain the guarantee of his, 
dominions beyond the Mississinpi, in ease his majesty would agree 
to sell ta the United States at least the territory lying between the 


Mississipp’ and the Mobile. belonging to his Catholic majesty: VHEY 


' 
' 


WILL PURCHASE THE COUNTRY BETWEEN THE RLE- | posai, which is t 
VERS MISSISSIPP! AND MOBILE, BELONGING TO HIS, 


CATHOLIC MAJESTY. It is inpossible more explicitly to ac- 
Kuowledge the sovereignty of his majesty over that territory, in 
addition to the acknowledgement implied by the very act of ap- 


ying to the king for the purchase of it, since no one purchases | 


but of the owner of the object wished to be purchased. If the 
territory in question had belonged to France, as an integral part 
of Louisiana, would it not have been more natural that Mr. Mon- 
roe should have negociated the purchase of it at Pavis, where he 
then was, than that Mr. Pinckney should have solicited it at Madrid 
atthe same time? His majesty, therefore. takivg into considera- 
tion the important fact, that his right of sovereignty to the said ter- 
ritory remains unimpaired, notwithstanding his being dispossessed 
of the sane under well known circumstances, he cannot omit to 


St. Bernard; end under the impression that in your note of the 
9th inst. you offer to enter into officisl explanations upon these 
subjects, 1 invite yeu in the name of uvion and good understanding 
to be pleased to present them to me: since, although I consider the 
communications which you had the goodness to make me i your 
abovementioned note as important, I hitherto conceive them to 
be only verbal communications, resu'ting from the intimation you 
were pleased to give me. I therefore hope that you will be so 
good as to present its contents in a more formal shape, in the ex- 
peetation that the employment of your talcats and good wishes, 
combined with my earnest endeavors, may finally terminate these 
painful disputes on principles mutually honoralie and satis!aciory- 

I avail myself of this oceasion to renew to you the assurances 
of iny very distinguished consideration, avd 1 pray God to pre- 


ia ictaetine eos JOSE PIZARRO. 


——— 


Mr. Erving to Don Jose Pizarro, at Sacedon. 
Madrid, July 24, 1818. 

SIR:—I had the honor to receive yesterday your execilency’s 
note of the 9thinst. replying to mine of the 9th inst. which con- 
tains some remarks upon the proposals made to the Spamish go- 
vernment by Mr. Pinekney on th: 6th February, 1803, aad trams- 
mitted to ne by your note of the 8th instant. : , 

i declare to your excellency that, after the best consideration 
which I was able to give to those proposals, not haying the arcinves 
of the Jegatiou to refer to And correct my judgment whicrever It 
might err, 1 was compelled to conciude that Mr. Pine..ocy Was 
at that time uninformed of the retroccssion of Lonisians io Trance 
which had been previously made by Sprin; on this hypothesis L 
wrote to you on the 9th iust. and it wiil explain whatever may 
appear to you incongruous in that note. It was not possible for 
me otherwise to understand the offer made by Mr. Pinckney, 
because it was not possibie to suppose that he had been authorized 
by the American government, ur that it had ever entered into 
his OWA imagination to guarantee the possessions of his majesty 
to the westward of Louisiana on both Armerican continents, or 
even as far down as the Isthmus of Panama; besides that sueh a 
guarantee was beyond the power of the United States, and, there- 
fore, not worth the acceptance of Spain: he meant, then, what 
wa’ within the reach and competency of the United States, a 
guarantee of that part of Louisiana which is on the right bauk of 
the Mississippi; this is made still more evident by the words he 
used “beyond the Mississippi:” for in the other supposition, and 
had he been aware of th- transf+-r of Louisiana to France, he would 
have said “beyond Louisiana.” Again, is it to be supposed that 
he contd be treating tor the purchase of territory on the Jeft bank 
of the Mississippi within the limits of Louisiana, when he knew 
that the whole pro.ince had passed into the hands of France, for 
whatever claims Spain may yet make to that territory, it could 
not but be known to Mr. Pinekney that in fact it was a part of 
_ Louisiana. The conclusion which I have made is still fartherand 
more octngckg ap forced upon me by Mr. Pinckney’s fourth pro- 
ius: 

4th. “If neither of these propositions ean be acceded to, they 
will then purchase certain tracts of country on the banks of the 


, Mississippi, and the other rivers passing from their territory into 


that of his Catholic majesty, for which they will pay,” &e. 

What certain tracts on the banks of the Mississippi could be 
purchased of Spain after Lonisiana had b-en transf-rred to Frane-? 
What rivers passing through the territory of the United States 
went into those of his majesty? This part of the arzunecnt is 
confirmed by whet your excellency says, in your last note, to 
ge to me that Mr. Pinekney meant to off r a guarartec of ail 
1is Majesty’s possessions: you observe that he could not have 
meant only those immediately on the west bank of the Mississippi, 
for that “sach an off-r had been not only unimportant, but vain 
and illusory applicd to the west bank, which. besid<«s being suf- 


declare, on all occasions, that it never bas been, nor will be, his | ficiently guaranteed by its locality, it was noterious, in February 
intention to relinquish his claim to his rights in that quarter; | 1303, cat i had been for three years, then past, retroceded to France.” 
while he is, at the saine time, willing, by means of a suitable || say, then, that if this notoriety had reached Mr. Pinckney, he 
arrangement in the proposed adjustment, or for a satisfactory | could not have mentioned the banks of the Messissipp: as beiong- 


cqnivalent, to cede the said territory, together with the rest of the | jag to his majesty, or have spoken of that aed other rivers from 


Fioridas, to the United States, as well from a desire to meet their | 


wishes, as from a conviction of its importance to the American 
government, as was formerly stated in the strongest terms by Mr. 
Pinckney, in his note, just referred to. 


the United States passing through his territoiy. : 
The opinion, that Mr. Pinckney meant to guarantee all the 

possessions of Spain, you find to be confirmed by the great import. 

ance which he gives to that offer. in the words which you quote 


You are nleased to point out in your note, as a mode of settling | from his note; but allow me to omerve that, thouch he intended 


the question of buundaries more certain than thet of any guarantee, 


the establishment of a desart of thirty leagues between the frontier 
of Louisiana and that of the Spanish possessivas. 


Altho’ his ma-) 


only a guarantee of that part of Louisiana which lies westward 
of the Mississippi, bis proposal merits all the importance which 
he bas given to it. Again,how could he pretend to offer to such 


jesty has a due resfect for the good faith and strict punetnallity | 2 power as Spain a guarantee of her possessions to the westward of 
of the American government, yet he does not perecive any security | Louisiana, knowing that the territory of sueh a power as France 


preferable to the guarantee; nor that there would be any difficulty | iuterposed between the United States and the possessions to be 


; 


in connecting the qgne with the other; and with a view to avo 
disagreements on the frontiers, in stipulating the establishment; 
of such a desart, provided both governments could agrce on the} 
requisite measures for preventing this intermediary desart from 
being converted into a rallying point for adventurers and banditti, 
where they mivht exercise their pernicious activity in disturtin 

the peace of his majesty’s dominions as well as that of the Unit 

states. Bue the principal difficulty still subsists, namely: that, 


although the establishment of this desart might be considered ex-| 


pedient, yet we may not agree on the exact line of division, keeping 
su View the rights of each party to the territery west of the Missis:. 
sippi, end to that which ought to afford to his majesty in that 
quarter an equivalent for the two Fioridas which are proposed 
to be ceded to the United States iu consideration of such equivalent. 
If f rightly comprehended your verbal communications rejativ: 
to the establishment of this intermediary desart, I persuade my- 


guaranteed. Such a proposal had been preposterous and offen- 
sive. 

These observations render it unnecessary for me to reply 
specially to the inferences which your excellency is pleased to 
draw in favor of the Spanish pretension ta East Florida from the 
off-rs made by Mr. Pinexney; tor these offers, even though they 
had not origiuated in ao acquaintance with or a misapprchensio: 
of the then state of affairs, cannot now impugn cre right, or affect 
the claims of the United States. 

The context of Mr. Pinckney's note and proposals shows that 
he was then under an bupression that his Catholic majesty was 
yet aaster of Louisiana and the Floridas; he speaks of the banks 
of the Mississivpi as he speaks of the Floridis, and equally ac 
knowledges the sovereignty of his majesty ta Dot's territories | 
propesing to purchase iv beth: but whatever may have been his 
impressioys, and whatever value might belong to such a kiad ot 





Self that the understanding is, that the thirty leagues intended co 
be comprehended in it will be fixed to the eastward ef the bay of 





acknowledgement whilst Louvisimia was ia possession of France |- 


‘these becaiwe of no IMportaver, after Uke proviace was Wausterred 
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x the United States, for the claims of the United States do not 
rest upon the opiaious of Mr. Pinckney, bat on the transfer made 
by Prange. 

t do but justices then to the good faith of the Spanish govern- 

meat, Wheu 1 suppose that it declined Mr. Pinekney’s offers, 
beowuse it had already disposed of the country proposed to be 
puretiased as well as of that proposed to be guaranteed; I should 
not Co justice tb its politieal furecast if L eould suppose that. 
bebe the soverenzu of East Florida. it had declined to sell it for a 
yeasonadle equivalent in movey Superadded to a guarantee “im- 
Meely maportane’ (as Mr. Pinekney well says) of Lis majesty’s 
Yewaiung possessions on that continent. 
_ With respeet more particularly to the guarantee, whatever might 
have heaw the dispositions of Mr. Pivekney, or even of the Ameri- 
cat government, at the epoch referred to, your exeellency must 
Yes nsihle that the relative state ef possessions is at this ume so 
sitovether different, that no motive sufficiently powerful can be 
fend, to induces the United States to enter into any similar obli- 
poation,as te any portion of his Majesty's territocies west of Louisi- 
#Na, 

Neferying to asnggestion msde in my last note, as well as in 
oir TWO vEevious couferences, respecting a desart of 30 leagues, 
tetween the es.fines of Louisiana and the Spanish possessions, 
25 8 Srtt br seeurity than a guarantee, your excellency is pleased 
to infurm: mo, that the’ his majesty thinks that no security 1s 
hetfer than a guarantee, yet, he has ne odjeciion that the one 
kid should bs ated to the other; and. though the pringipal dif- 
Hoult: emains, that is to say, where this d-sart shall be established, 
>: fF eSeclieney imvites me to put my suggestion in the shape of 
# forargl proposal. I beg leave to remind yoar execileney, that, 
in my nore of che Sth, I have said, that ciis plan of adesartis the 
euly kind of security which cecurs te me. It was not then my 
tention, nor ean it he naw, as you will observe by what is above 


seit. to adi this ‘o any other kind of security; nor wag it my inten: | 


tins t) ofr this. bar upon the supposition that his majesty’s gu- 
~ernmenr chould consent fo the Colorado os the western lant of 


cae} 


stitute the only real and solid support of all governments will not 
hesitate to disapprove proceedings, which are not only repugnant 
to the laws of nations, and the principles which regulate the con: 
duct of all civilized powers, bot, by the experience of all ages, not 
excepting our own, ultimately produce the most serious evils to 
those which commit them, or tolerate theiy commission. His me- 
jesty therefore flatteys himself, that the government of the United 
States, anxious to preserve its just reputation for good faith, will, 
in giving positive orders for the evacuation, by the American 
trdops, of the fort of St. Marks, and the whole Spanish territury, 
likewis: take +ifectual measures to prevent the reeurrence of 
similar proceedings, which, if authorized and countenauced, niust 
inevitably produce a suspeusion of all negociations. 

Under thjs impression, 1 have to request, that, if you are au- 
thorized to give any explanation upon thase occurrences, you 
will communicate them to. me for his majesty’s information; and 
in case you are not, that you will have the goodness to transmit 
this Communication to your government, in order to obtain an 
atuswer which may fix his majesty’s jdvas upou a sulject of sneh 
high importance, and direct his views in relation to the definitive 
negociation now carrying on, the proseeution of which must, in 
one way or another, be d- cisively influenced by the spiritin which 
these events are viewed by the Ain-rican goverument. 

I reiterate to you, sir, the assurauers of ny distinguished respect; 
and pray God to preserve you many years. 

JOSE PIZARAO.,. 
Sacedon, 26th July, 1813, 


Mr. Erving to Don Jose Pizarro. 
Madrid, July 27, 1818. 
STR:—I have had the honor to receive your excelleney’s note 
of the 22d inst. enclesing an entire copy of Mr. Pinckney’s let- 
ter of February 7, 1803, adverted to and intended te have been 
transmitted to me in your note of the 19th inst. on reading that 
letter, 1 remain contirmed ia the opinion whieh | expressed to 
you in my reply of the 24th inst that Mr, Pisekney could not 











Leulsiava; not deudting. bat, that point «greed on, we should be | have been aware, when he wrote it, of the retrocession to France 
gl to arranze all the othe s with great feeility. I have no hesita- | which had heen mauwe by Sain. The manner ia which he treats 
ion ins \pyessing myself to yonr exeelloney,m writing, explicitly jul the misconduct of the Mitendant at New-Orleans, and of the 
aig? frankly, as Lb have always done in conversation, and noching | AcCessity thenes arising of the United States acquiring a perman- 
woull mveke me so happy, as to urite iby most earnest efforts wittt fent establishment on the Mississippi, leave hot a possibility ot sup- 
yours, cireeted by your cosciliatory temper and superior inteili- | posing that he was acquainted with the transfi-r to Franee.— 
cepe , to bring to an hengrable and harmonious conclusion the dik Evideutly, according to his noderstanding, New-Oj leans-belonged 
ger nees which unhappily exist between our two countries. i ‘hn snerg he of course cousiterrd Louisiana as belonging to Spain 

My guverument will never consent, upon any consideration | —henee his proposal to purchase c rtain tracts of that colony, on 
whsier Fr, te give any guarantee to his majesty, of any part of his | theeast back of the Mississippi. And it such a virtual recoguiation 
pore ssioas; hat I will undertake, on its part, to stipulate, that o ; of the sovereignty of Spain at that time, in East Florida. tounded 
cesart shalf 5- placed between his possessio.s and those of (ic {on an acquaintance with fuets, could be worth any thing, it were 


Tnited States, if, by that means, we ean arrive at an accor! with 
regar!to the western boundary, as w-li a3 on all the other existing 
questions; and whenever your exe Hency will ifor:n me, that the 

rotension to receive any other species of security is withdrawn, 

will then state where I provose that this desart should be placed. 
* Trenewts your exceliency assurances of my very distinguished 
Qyusplerativie ; 
rae asa GEORGE W. ERVING. 


Don Jose Pizarro to Mr. Erving. 

[TRANS arios | 
SiR:—It is some days since this government has received in- 
reikgence, in an unofficial way, that the American troops, under 
the command of general Jaekson, had entered his majesty’s ter 
ritory in the Fluritas, and stating tiat he las demanced the sur- 
render of the Spanish fort of St. Marks, at Apalavhe, the freblte 





garrison of waich is sai? to have been surrendered to him as 
prisoners of war. Notwithstanding the circumstantial details of 
this intelligence. and the probabihtty attache? to them, from the 
y~cclieetion of what took place in 1810, ia West Florida, to the 


fr Se an 


ug ane attacking, m astate of profound peace, the territories and 


bye 8 


establishments of 2 friendly power 


But subsequent confidential advices. which have been received, | 
ef these occurrences, not only confirm the truth of former reports, | 
bet present circam@tane: sof the most senons character. respecting | 


the ¥iwiation of the Spanish termtory, the capture of the fort of; 
‘st Marks, and the surrender ofthe garrison cs prisones of war; | 
on which particalar circumstance bis majesty finds himself under | 
the meeessity of demandingz an immediate explanation of the go- 
poment of the United States. Information has also been re-: 
¢ ivéd, of on intimation of a most violent naiure, tuade to the | 
bommandact of Prwacola by gen. Jackson, who seems to have | 
alec am aliitude, indieating a determination to pursue the course | 
hi hes ynprovoked violeness aml ageressions. 
‘ Vhe contrast present d by the moderate and friencdiy eonduct | 
of the Spiaorsh gurverament with that of the Amerivan generals 
Lex’ oieers im that quarter, lias cacited feelings of the must pain. | 
Fol keod im thie ment of nis majesty; snd, as a final and sohd ar- 
yag ment ean only be produced, hy the reciprocal combination ! 
it eontiliatery Capesitots ow bots cides, and as these dispositions | 
set appear, from a view of the fects dud Gremnstaiees jist 
+ tucet ta, 16 ‘© manitested by the United States, I have received | 
oo i2iests s commands to make this frank communication to you, | 
|. order that your answer may servé fortis goverament Upon the | 
Cy:2tt- oc i “at StiGite ; ; ; i 
Dé sing wevertheless. entertains the hope, that the American | 


a . 
2 


» zexlonsly and faithfully promoting, as must be evident to you, | 
“4 ak Es, : % pee NCTE ending between | ° : oes 
ie Satisfactory tertiiatiot o: the pegociatcons pending be Jand property of Aaorric : » , ' ; 

: . at ‘rican citizens for man rears past, by go- 
he two guvernmers. the generals and officers of the United; property ica y y past, by £ 


‘tates would conduet themsclers ia su hostile a marmer, by violat- | 


' 
; 





equally good as regards New-Orleans, respecting which. indeed, 
it Was more formal; for there he demanded the interposition of 
the sovcreigu authority,to remedy an evil arising out of the mis- 


conduct of the iutendant. 
I renew, &e. GEORGE W. ERVING. 


Bir. Erving to Don Jose Pizarro. 
Madrid, July 28, 1818. 

SiR:—I have had the honor to receive your excellency’s note 
of the 26th inst. stating the unofficial and confidential informa- 
tion which has vern giyen to this government respecting the con- 
duct of general Jackson i: Florida. Being now for a long time 
without advices frum my guvernment, I am wholly unable to give 
the explanations which your require, but shall not fail, in pursu- 
ance tu your desire, to transmit to tlie Gaited States, without loss 
of time, a copy of your commnunicativun. Ia the meauwhile, if 
your excelleucy Can see any prospect of terminating, by a trivndly 


-larcangemenut. to be made cith:r here or at Washington, the ne- 


geciations pending between the two governments, | trust that 


}these reports can be no obstacl: to its success; it ought to be 
westward of the Perdidusand more recentiy at Amelia Islan; his! 
rmejesty could not persuade hims lf, that at the very timehe was! 


presutmed that my government, whose just sentiments his m2jesty 
is Well persuaded of, has acted on sufficient motives; or that, if its 
oflicers have teausgressed its Orders, their conduct will be disap- 
proved of. The outrages aud violences practised on the persons 


verners acd other ‘officers of his majesty, in his American colomes 
in contempt of the rights of iucividuals.of the law of natious, and 
the existing treaty, have excited the constant reclamations of the 
Amvnean government, renewed by me i a Note to you as late 2g 
the J2th jist. Does your exer Reriey’s reply to that note give the 
Satisfaction required? Yet the moderetion and conciliatory policy 
of My government has never reiingnished the hope of vbtaming, 
by concejliatory Means, a reparation of the wro.ws which it has 
suffered; and these ligve never been taken as a ground for sus- 
pending negociation. - However, then, the tacts pow jn question, 
may prove to have been, I hope that they will not be made an 
pupediment to such an amicatile and prompt adjustment of all 
the points in discussion bet®een the two countrics, as may remove 
ail pussioatity of future collision, and lay the foundation of ‘per- 
miaveut friendship: and the kos an impediment, as his majesty 


thaviug jong since signified his disposition to eede Florida to the 


United Siates, the military operations which the United Stures 
may be torced tu, in the war mace ow them hy Use savages and 
others, from that territory, cannot be cousidered important, as 
alfecting the permanent usterests of Spain. Trenew ke. 

nn alge GLO. W. EKVING. 

TRANSLATION. 
Don Jove Pizurre to Mr, Erving. 

SIR—I have reeeived your esteci do note under date of the 
23th of the tast month, iv reply to ture of the zoth of the same 
month, touching the positive, although as yet uneliiierl inforina- 


+7 vue, actuated Uy those priaciples of justice, waich cou ‘tiuu, wich this govermiuciit has, res peeting the Cutvance of te 
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Americanarmy under the command ef general Jackson, into the 
Spanish territory, and the taking of the fort of St. Marks and its 
garrison as prisoners of war; with other eircumstauces as disagree 
‘able as they are contrary to the laws of nations. ’ 

You are pleased to make known to me, that you want infurma- 
tion and instructions from your government on this affair, and 
consequeniy that you are not in a situation to give me the ex- 
planations which his majesty might desire: but I promise myself 
from your guod faith, that you will not fail without loss of time, 
to communicate the contents of My note to your goverument 
that this new and unexpected obstacle which presents itself to 
the coprse of the pending negocistion, may be removed. Led no 
doubt, by the saine desire which animateseme, to arrive at the 
wished for arrangement, you have believed that there could be 
no difficulty in the continuation of the ype negociations, 
whatever may have been the nature of the occurrences in the 
Floridas; and in support of this opinion, you are pleased to add, 
that inasmuch as the negociation was not interrupted, 1a conse- 
quence of any of the acts committed in former times by the 
Spanish authorities against ule property and persons of American 
citizens, so neither ought it to be suspended in this case, on ac- 
count of the aforesaid events, of whatever nature they ma have 
been. But Task you to consider what an immense difference 
there is between the two cases» Partial violence, or injustice, if 
it did take place against one or more individuals and their pro- 
petty, although it may indirectly fall upon and touch the goveru- 
ment to which they belong, and authorize it to set ap claims and 
even toask indemnity; it is wot in any manner equal to the direct 
offence which is offered to the majesty of a Sovereiga and that of 
the nation he governs, when his territory is invaded by an arined 
force, his fortified towns are besieged and taken, and their garrison 
made prisoners of war. “Chese acts essentially hostile, do uot 
admit of any other explanation, than the disapprobation of the 
conduct of the military chief who las committed them, and the 
evacuation of the invaded territory; and unless this is first done, 
it is incompatible with decorum and the dignity of the offended 
nation to continue other negociations; for these are acts of 
political friendship, which must necessarily, at least, be very 
much cooled by the aforesaid excesses until the governments 
come to an undertsanding upon a point wluch is prelimiaary to 
friendship. 

if the United Stat-s have continued the negociations, notwith- 
standing any particular acts of violence which may have occured, 
and for which the king has never refused to make satisfacdon by 
legitimate means; Spain has given no less proofs of moderatiou 
an her part, by continuing the negociations, notwithstanding the 
invasion of Wrst Florida in 1810, of the Island of Ameha «ore re- 
cently, and the immense damages which the commerce and the 
subjects of Spain have sustained in consequence of the armaments 
made in the ports of the United States in contravention of the 
laws of nations and the existingtreaty. Without renouncing (for 
his majesty never can renounce) the just Claims and rights which 
he holds tou be manifest, on these points, he has coutinued the 
negociation, although prompt justice has not been done to him 
on them—because the cireumsiances under which some of them 
took place, may without committing, in any great degree, the 
dignity of his august character, give room to hope for the arrange- 
ment of the whol+ of them, in the final decision of pending affairs, 
It is not se, with the recent aggression, which took place in the 
midst of peace and of negociation; it was unprovoked, and was 
committed upon a territory to which the United States have never 
set up the least pretension, weil or ill fuunded; and was the act 
of a considerable corps of the army, which, with all the apparatus 
of war, proceeded to besiege the forts and to Make prisoners of 
their smal! garrisons, who us the confidence of peace could only 
have been suspiciuus of an attack from some party of savage In- 

ans. 

The circumstance of his majesty’s having offered to the United 
States to exchange the Floridas tor reasonable a cquivalent, far 
trom exculpating the irregular conduct of geueral Jackson, as 
you suppose, contributes to aggravate it beyond measure, because 
st is the height of violence and of insult to sieze by furee the very 





thing which by legal and honerabie means through an exchange 
mutually beneficial, might have been promptly and easily obtained. 
His majesty hopes, then, that the government of the United States, 
on seeing the representation made to you by_me, and that which 
will have been likewise made by his mmister in Washington, will 
disapprove the conduct of gen. Jackson, and give orders for the 
evacuation of the Spanish territory; net only because the dignity 
of the king, and the laws of nations require it; but on account 
of the interest which the American government must feel in 
sustaining before the world, the opinion of its good faith, by pre- 
serving without a stam that reputation, which is as essenual to 
£overnments, as to individuals. 

Whilst this hope lasts, I shall have no objection to continue 
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guarantee of his majesty’s possessions, formally offered by Mr. 
Pinckney, minister plenipotentiary of the United States, and in 
their behalf, in the event of his majesty’s agrecing to sell or cede, 
iu any other manner, to the United States, the two Fioridas, or 
How pers of West Florida, lying between the Mississippi and the 
ms 

The said cession being one of the objects of the pending ne- 
gociation which his majesty contemplated making to the United 
States, in consideration of a just equivalent, it was very natural 
that he should recur to the offer made to him by the American 
government in this contingency, the accomplishment of which 
would tend to remove many difficulties, as affording an unequi- 
vocal proof that the’ United States still preserved those concilia- 
tory dispositions which had produced that spontaneous offer on 
the part of the United States, and wholly unsolicited by bis ma- 


jesty. 


In replying to your note, it is not my intention to trouble you 
by engaging in a diseussion of the opinion you have advanced, 
that the guarantee off-red, applied only to West Louisiana; and 
I shall merely reecal to your attention, that ‘9 the year 1803, 
when more than three years had elapsed since the retrocession 
of Louisiana to France, this fact was so universally known, that 
no one, either in Europe or America, could be ignoran: of it. In 
addition to the treaty of 1800, a public and solemn act had been 
issued, under the sign-manual of his majesty, in 1802, for the 
delivery of the colony to France. All the acts and publ. cations 
of the congress of the United States, of the same year, 1802, and 
the commencement of i803. were full of the same subject; and the 
arrival of Mr. Monroe in Europe, for the purpose purchasing 
the celony of the French government, wasa matter of notoriety. 
How, then, coulda publie character, jn the situation of Mr. Pinck- 
ney, be ignorant of a fact. constantly referred to in the corres- 
pondence of his government, and familiar to every one, even 
op aarue, conversaut with politics, who would read the gazettes 
of the day. 

It is therefore beyond a doubt, that Mr. Pinckney knew thae 
Louisiana belong+d to France, and that the guarantee offered by 
him to his majesty, was thet of his possessions on the continent 
of North America, beyond the Mississippi, or, to the westward of 
Louisiana; a guarantee the more interesting at that period, as the 
establishment on that continent of a great power, like that of 
France, was the motive which appeared to give greater importance 
to the acquisition of the Floridas by the United States. and to the 
guarantee offered to Spain as part of their purchase of them. 

The eontradiction which you conceive exists between this ex- 
planation, and the terms employed in Mr. Pinckney’s offer, is, 
in my judgment, entirely without foundation. All your difficulty 
eonsists in the enquiry, what were the places on the Mississippi 
that Mr. Pinckney might demand of Spain, which did not form 
part of Louisiana? Or what was ssatnsed wnt by him in the phrase 
“certain tracts of country on the banks of the Mississippi,” &c. 
Towhich I reply, that they were Manshak. Baton Rouge, and the 
whole left bank of the river, from Manshak to the river Iberville, 
which communicates with the lakes Maurepas, Ponchartrain and 
Borgne. You likewise inquire, what were the rivers which rise 
in the United States, and ran through the Spanish territory? I 
reply that Mr. Pinckney pointed out, or to speak more property, 
expressly named all those between the Mississippi and the Mobile, 
which rise beyond the 31st degree, and empts into the Gulf of 
Mexice, viz. the Amite, the Pearl, the Pascagoula, and the Mobile 
itself, together with other smaller intermediary streams. The ter- 
ritory wat+red by them was that which Mr. Pinckney wished to 
purchase of Spain, at the time that Mr. Monroe was negociating 
the purchase of Louisiana at Paris. This was and isthe territory, 
forming part of West Florida, as admitted by Mr. Pinckney; it is 
that which is expressly declared, by the American geographer, 
Mr. Ellicot, to belong to his Catholic majesty after the acquisition 
of Loutsidna by the United States; ard it is that winch Spain con 
tinued in possession of, even after the delivery of Louisiana to 
Frauce and to the United States, until she was viulestly dispossessed 
of it in 1810, during his majesty’s absence. 

What is stated in Mr. Pinekney’s letter in relation to the pro- 
ceedings of the Intendant at New-Orleans, by no means proves that 
that minister understood that Louisiana was still to continue in 
the possession of Spain, as it merely referred to 2 fact connected 
with the actual possession and exercise of jurisdiction which Spain 
still preserved, se long as the delivery of the colony to France, was 
not actually carried inte execution. 

‘These points being established in relation to the aforementioned 
guarantee, its object and circumstances, his majesty’s attention 
has necessarily been called to the positive certainty which you ap- 
pear to lsy down in your answer, that the United States will net 
agree to any kind of guarantee, notwithstanding the offer above 
referred to; and to the demand you seem to advance, as a pre- 
liminary condition of yourstating your ideas on the establishment 


discussions with you upon ali, or any one of the points of the | of the intermediary desart, or neutral territory, between Ue pos- 


pending negociation, as I have iodicated in my other note under 
this date: but if the American government, on being iuformed as 





tu the conduct of gen. Jackson ju Florida, should not disapprove 
at, by causing the territory of his majesty to be evacuated, I do 
Mut see by what mode the prior and preliminary nature of this 
new occurrence can be conciliated with further discussions and 
Vefociations, until that incideut is Cerminated in a manner pro- | 
per and corresponding with the character aud dignity of both go- | 
Verinnents. 

I renew to you the assurance of iny distingnished consideration, | 
Ke. JOSE PIZARRO. 

Palace, August 6th, 13138. | 
Don Jose Pizarro to Mr. Erving. 

STR—In yonr two estecmed notes of the 24th and 27th ultimo, 
yeu were pleased to reply to wine of the Lsth, relative to the } 


— + 


sessions of th- two countries—that his majesty shall renounce all 
further pretensions in relation to the said guarantee. 


The offer of it, as I have had the honor repeatedly to state, hav- . 
‘ing been voluntarily made on the part of the United States, im 


contemplation of an event now under consideration; and it being 
one of the means best calculated to promote a final adjustment. 
his majesty has also charged his minister in the United States to 
negocerte with their government upon that point. Lt, therefore, 
appears to be unreasgnable to give up this pretension, which yor 
seem to require, tov enabie you to explain yourself upou other 


| points wholly unconnected with it. And,as [have not expressed to 


you thatthe said guarantee is to be a condition, sine gua nen, of 
the definitive arrangeient, although your goverument objects to 
it, Ido not at present see any inconvenience to your explaining 
yourself at once upon other points, as T lave already invited yeu 
iodo in my nute of giv lyc. ule without prejudice w what may be 
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i hg pet are don os de Onis and the American sovern- sideration at thisday, under a total change of circumstances; ani 
cle aa Laide ys. = to the said guarantee as to the other ob- pof nepmive possession in the territories which were then the sub. 
: * Negociations — ject of negociation. 
; ars yar 5 ie si that in the present communication, as wellas| Your exeeileney seems surprised at the confidence with which 
mn those which ave preceded it, you will discover fresh proofs of | I assure you that the United States will not give any guarantee ot 
= ee y’s desire to conclude an arrangement apon terms mutu- | any part of his majesty’s possessions. I beg your excellency to be 
shit kentecneene Uh er, a stain wal Spposenniy te | to you | persuaded that I have not spoken at hazard. I am perfectly cer- 
gh ‘es of my distinguished respect. tte O preserve | tain that nosuch guarantee will be given upon any consideration 
aE ord years. OSE PIZARRO. | whatever; and, therefore, nothing was more reasonable than that, 
alace, 6th of August, 1815. i treating with you, I should pretend to have it altogether ex- 
: — cluded from our view. In the present state of the negociation, 
Mr. Erving to Don Jose Pizarro. after it hasbeen repeatedly transferred and re-transferred from 
SIR—On the evening of the 7th ae August ©, 1818. | Madrid to Washington, it were, on my part, worse than a waste 
exceilenes’ ad ev vray! eth 4h 1 I had the honor to receive your . time, to cncourage a discussion on an article which I knew to 
ney’s two notes of the jst. >,in any form, inadmissible; it would be a procrastination almost 
_It is not my intention to call in question the importance of those eriminal, | in this most pressing and dificult visis of our affairs; nor 
eireumstanees which you enumerate as of a nature to have ren- | would it comport with the sincerity which has marked all my com- 
Paris Wmvenay td wie, in 1803, the i tea of Louisiana to | munications with your excellency, siace,as no reason for taking 
Fanee im 1890; hut not havingia my hands the correspondence of {the guarantee int sideration, in -ear 1818, canbe deriv- 
Mr. Pinckney with the cover eanat of the United States, from |ed ios what the Baise x2] Hie States proposed in the 
which I might be atule to ascertain what knowWledge he may have | year 1803, even “voluntarily,” in “the most plain terms,” or by the 
had on) the subject-to what extent and to what period he was in- | express ordeis of his vovernment; such a course, far from faci- 
structed refutive to the proposals which he made to Mr. Cevailos, | litating a general srrangement, as you bave supposed, could bur 
Thave been forecd to conclude that such notoricty had not reached | retard it, and might possibly so retard itas to be fatal to it, Your 
mane OF Rise oe ed 9 poh tbe Behe age ag of gr gy ong cperieney ought then to conelude, that the answer which will 
y Have been, alse iat. nNotwithstandm ra "4s ah ; H oer : . il 3 ap 
and notwithstanding the royal cedih of 1802 ir athletes: teas Sseuion ns thet t- hiel Th: ve ait ve a nrg Seep tenor we 
have doubted in 1803 of the bona fide transfer te Fiance sai (ed the guaran cis n ie d Se sen oh b. his maj rh ‘s poveri : 
t ‘ F ‘ , a ‘ey SP oe “an.ec is not made - Ve 4 ‘sty reTii- 
that the colony then still remained under the government of Spain. ment, { trust that it will be ahomeibad out Ssitle. ig ies 
Tt is only by such suppositions that I can account for his proposing |_ Your excellency’s other note respeeting the conduct of generat 
to purchase of Spain, territories which had been ceeded to France, | Jackson I shall hasten to transmit to my government, together 
ani to cuarantee territories of his Catholic majesty on the west of | with your note of 26th July on the same subject: though I should 
~ See eae eould be no other than Lovisiava—it not | allow ali force to the distinetion which your excellency makes be- 
eine Pessiole for me to im rin » 3 2. ty — . f ° 7 9 - : 
bert eit bt eg a dey Aa feet he eee goa, Seer Seen come and ata Pig! his majesty s is wr ra henwl 
i bee your exeelleney to observe that it mo where rd ars in Mr ad it “citi ae re i ad ‘ h fi ee adn to mae sa ve 
E m yOUT’: , * erve 1a whe ¥ m Mr. | andits citizens have had such frequent reason to Complain, an 
Ske, tech cotierar pie asi eee made bY  biyei though it a not be allowed that an nequreuleten _ ie 
a ‘en, AS Vou covjeeture, importance, in the mind of that mi- | wrongs make a case as strang as can be stated—set it would sul- 
nister, to the acquisition sought for by the United States; on the | fice - chew that astuonicsi the bok vekiered te could be found at 
cone: oS, VERS, SHITE " the Motives which be assigns fer | any time pritexts for br: aking off negocjation, and this would not 
be Tits, Dest arose Bg of the miscondnet of the Intendant at | be difficult; the moderation and eoneciliatery policy of the Amer:- 
pat tell ty Ke Pail abe rt Peis Bir an i da ohh ionsly enter: fae government has been put to the severest trials; but far from 
aimed inthe Onited States, that it was absolutely necessary for | desiring to make on th acts < ‘or the discontinuing nego- 
them to sequife some permanent establishment oh he east side of 1 cbtien, thes ae ort ee scins wingn tier ekeeseleg ePiaiesing to 
the Mississippi, or on the Mobile: to that end Mr. Pinckney asks | its conclusion. 
for the whole of his majesty’s possessions to the eastward of the | Jf then, your excellency is now prepared to make any such pro- 
eorabes thes a a » Wsadanke inet Aaa pied iy opel | oe Tag! 5 general arrangement of the polms in digenssion, spe- 
(Op 1082 des New-Orteons of course. And again, he speaks of | e:fiedin Mr. Adams’ Jetter to Mr. Onis, of January toth, asi am 
the “indissensahle necessity of their (the United States) possessing | ame shout hesitet But 
a Siidbble eatedehenner yt Hes ns, e wines 5 . *ipe ne 8 eomonnen to accept, I shall adopt them without he Py gt x 
There alto he ‘alludes to New-(rl ing, or. if , “4 +% Woe ttoie i in wae ver pi 4g fe exe Heney shouid be rr ayn 
OH tage Ki ico o New-Crleans, or, if not, to other pots ; to offer such proposals, then I cntreat you, considering the gt 
ed that Mr. Pinchiey, as well as Mr: Biieotes had fallen into the | gurd ta is av explaiwed to yow on a sitar occasion last ¥car, 
Mr. : v. s Mr. E! tt, had f: e | gard to it, as explained to you on a siuilar OCeasiON fast ycar, 
roe gw My go) Sh the cession of Louisiana to Franee, | that you would be pleased to make to me such an explicit eom- 
ic. Ellicute dant hate oudes oye i fy Spain, neith: r wie hietl Hc tea as will enable me to shh. w to my government hers as 
Mire Fuiiie ave pose lat, after such cession, New: | littl delay: ible it is my power to conclude @ 
Orleans belonged to Spain, or, indeed, any other such point on the | treaty "he dag see idin aaah ielasi ie 
Mississippi as Mr. Pinckney soticiit to obtain. ae give your excellency the most convincing proof of my earn- 
Phe replies of your excellency to these questions of mine. which | nestness to contribute as far as possible to the desired ohject, I 
you consider as constituting the prineip:! force of my argument, | will accede to your instances hy stating in precise terms my pro- 
hut whieh oifer to you no difficulty, ouiy prove that our opinions, | posal of the desart which I first suggested to you jp our conter- 
ods pre sunnices “< comprised within the limits of Louiszana, | ences of the 3d and 5th July, after your excellency had asstred me 
patie Y vagal pnt the aag wits Ag ave nothing coat Sey ne ats of his majesty ’s intention to ratify the convention of 1802. That 
— td itering ito the various reasons by w nich either jMNportant pomt bang settled and at the same time his majesty $ 
a Your vancliune tates =! ae tent wae eit alg: penmomtions to cede his possessions to the east of the ore ty 
BECLEREY $I ses that Mr. Pinckney’s negociation was | fora reasonable equivalent being annou need, it appeared to me 
made with er Brtvall eovcrament, for the | om pe Oe of being aged “we remaining reclamations of the United — tiga | 
A , eee ernment, for the purchase of Lesisiana; | be adjusted in the “transaction,” and therefors, that the onty rea 
ph ae sp Raph larg ig rer he fmang legates tot) Vga ntl Ay tone Recher od 
but, Louisiana purchased of France “Mr Pineknes"s reat pur ose. bre og oe ser apesge 2 ee ae Pr: ree aiid fp ie of the 
“io secure to the citizens of one half of the C ie 1 Stat iy Rio del Not re eded to h hag Preis “rl Stine 1 the C ' 
: oe = ag mited State ' Rio del Norte, to be ceded to his majesty. The line of the Coto~ 
md ire pep ie of exporting their products,” was obtained. He | rado appeared to he objectionable to his mairsty government, 
Sataied deel a tae ae eee Oe the pang he sonr | without a guarantee such as it impossible for the oe iy to to 
. wave Gre a better than New Orleaus; it was not by the ac-| give. I proposed to substitute for it what I conside ved as Detter 
quisition of points of enterpot on such strean .« A mite.” | Mion Mihai cae Ceomahion tautein : * oa 
“Pearl,” and the “PescnpedaY and thsase ence dey which * oe Pt oes amas me thes Gait the ae ee ee hae 
too diminutive to finda place on the chart. or a name, that Mr.! this barrier, be of 30 leagues breadth—that is, 15 leagues on the 








Pinckney could have thought of effecting his object, “to secure | right bank, and 15 Jeagues onthe l-ft bank of the Colorado, and 


the citizens of one half of the United States the certain means of | 
exporting their products;” these were not the “navigable rivers” 
which he spoke of; he could not be desirons of obtaining these lit 
tle spots, whilst Mr. Monroe was purchasing, at Paris, real enter- 
pots, rich territories on both banks of the Mississippi, rivers which 
come some hundred leagues from the interior, which may carry 
on their capacious surfaces the products, not of America onty, but 
of the whole world; whilst the United States were acquiring, in 
tine, (secording to their construction,) the very tervitory in 
which the above mentioned rivalets, as wellas the more impor: 
tant’Mobile,?’ run. 





extending in length from the mouth of that river as high up 
towards its source, asthe 32d degree of latitude. If Spain should 
not consider it necessary that the desart should be as broad as 50 
leagues, she may diminjsh it to her own side of the river as much 
as she may judge fit. Within the desart no persons shall be ad- 
mitted to settle cr establish themselves; and each party May es- 
tablish military posts on its own portion of the desart, for tre pur 
pose of keeping off intruders Or settl-rs of any kind, 

This prawosal, which originates ina sincere desire, on my party 
to meet, us nearly as possible, the views of your excellency. | hope, 


may prove acceptable to bis majesty’s government; but, in making 


> ° ° ee . 
But whatever may have been Mr. Pinckney's knowledge of the | it, I must at the same time heg leave to state explicitly, that, mm 


then state of affairs, whatever were his vi-ws or offers, his plan 
of a guarantee was not reproduced in the negociation which soon 
afterwards took place at Aranjuez by the special mission of which 
he was a member; the actual negociations are but a renewal of 
that which then failed. If the United Stats then abstained from 
off ring. or refused to give a guarantee, a fortiori, they will do so 
now. Under no cirenmstavce whatever could the ofer made by 
Mr. Piuckney, not accepted at the time, have been binding on 
the United States, or have formed a rule for its conduct in subse- 
Qhent ncpoci tious, Much jess can siedi offer he admitted to eon | 

‘ 

i 





case it should not be accepted, and become the means, as I trust 
it will, of enabling us to settle by treaty, to be now made here, all 
the other points in discussion, then it cannot be recurred to, oF 
have any force in future negociations, either here or at Washing- 
ton, or he considered at any time hereafter, as in any wise bind- 
ing my government, either in what relates to the Colorado, im 
stead of the Rio del Norte. as the boundary of the United States, 
or in what relates to a desort on that boundary. 

Trenew to yeurexcellency assurances of my very distingnished 
cousideracon, GEORGE W.ERVING. 
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TRANSLATION. : nr gt ag penar og have taken piece: of the sub- 
; ’ sae, jects of powers in amity with the king: an act of harbarity, gloss- 
Den Pee Saarre'e pe hoa August, 1818. ed over with the forms of justice, and thereby rendered, ty et 


The letters of Don Louis de Onis, under date of 26th June last, 
assure us that it was publicly known in the United States, and 
juserted in the gazettes of that coumry, that general Jackson, con- 
tinued his hostie incursions within the territory of his majesty, 
in the Floridas, had taken by assault the fortified town (plaza) of 
Pensacola, whose small garrison, it is said, did its duty, and pre- 
served the honor of the king’s arms, by forcibly resisting, as far as 
was possible for it todo, the unjast and unexpected aggresser. 

Although, as yet, no direct information has been received from 
the Floridas, respecting these disagreeable events, no doubt now 
remains that gen. Jackson, trampling under foot all laws, has com- 
mitted, in the territory of his majesty, out.ages and excesses 
of which there are few examples ia the civilized world. It will, 
one day or other, be stated, with surprize, that the theatre of such 
devastation and unprovoked offence, in the midst of peace, was 
the very sameon which Spain, not many years since, shed her 
blood, and poured out her treasure for the United States, in the 
days of their calamity. 

After what I have iad the honor of stating to you inmy notes 
of the 26th ef the last, and 6th of the present month, in Consequence 
of the first hostilities and excesses of general Jackson, in the Flo- 
ridas, I will only now add, that, on account of the occirrences at 
Pensacola, the king has commanded me to communicate to his 
minister in Washington, the most express orders that, at the same 
time he presents tothe government there the most solemn pro- 
test, in the name of his majesty, against the invasion of the Flori- 
das, and against the taking of the forts of St. Marks and Pensaco- 
la, by the American troops, he should solicit that things be placed 
in the same state and situation in which they were before the in- 
vasion, and that the artillery, munitions, and effects which were 
found in St. Marksand Pensacola, at the time of their. surrender, 
should be delivered to the Spanish governors of that territory; that 
reparation be made by the American government for what may 
have been destroyed in them,and that it be accountable for the 
damages or injuries occasioned by said aggression; audl have 
likewise, by royal order, apprized the said Dun Luis de Onis that 
he should give advice of the result of these proceedings, without 
delay, that it may be made known to his majesty- 

The king persuades himself thatthe government of the United 
States will not refuse an act of justice so becoming its good faith; 
and I send to you this exposition, to the end, that you may trans- 
mit it to your government, in connexion With those which preced- 
ed it, and with the «ame ebject. 

_ Lrenew to you the assurances of my most distinguished conside- 
ration. JOSE PIZARRO. 
Mr. Erving to Don Jose Pizarro. 
Madrid, i4th August, 1818 

Sir—I have hadthe honor to receive your excellency’s note of 
the 11th inst. containing the information which you have received 
from his majesty’s minister in the United States, respecting an as- 
sault made on the place of Pensacola, by general Jackson, and com- 
municating to me the orders which bis majesty has consequently 
given to that minister. I shall not lose a moment in transmitting 
tu ty govermment a copy of your excellency’s note, having al 
ready despatched your two former communications relative to the 
abterior proceedings of gencrai Jackson. 

I renew to your excellency assurances of my distinguished con- 
sideration. GEORGE W.ERVING. 

Don Jose Pizarreto Mr, Erving. 

Sir—A continuation of disagreeable intelligence, on the nature 
and circutstances of the late events in the Floridas, and on the 
hostile proceedings of the American general Jackson, and the 
troops under his command, within the limits of those provinces 
belonging to bis majesty has been received at this office. In ad- 
dition to the facts to which I called your attention in my notes of 
26th July, 6th and Lith instant, I have now before Mea copy of 
the capitulation which appears to have resulted trom the hostili- 
ties committed by the said general before the place of Pensacola, 
in consequence of which the Spanish garrison has been sent to 
Havanna. 

In my former notes, I had the honor to state to you, that not- 
Withstaadiug the particular character of violence which appear to 
have marked athe opezations of general Jackson, from his first 
movements ‘n Florida, his majesty, willing to attribute these acts 
to the arbitrary cenduct of that offic -r, was persuaded that the 
government of the United States woul not hesitate to disap prove, 
asseonasthey would be informed of them, and that, in conse 
quence, suitatile orders would be given, not ouly fur the evacua- 
tion of the iuvaded territory, but aiso for indemnity of all injuries 
Sustained, aval the restoratiog of property belonging as well, to 
the Spanish government as to its suljects, and likewise that of 
forcigners then under the protection of his majesty’s goverment. 
It was not to be presumed, without offering an insult to the good 
faith of the American government, that it would delay to g.ve this 
satisfaction to a friendly power, and this testimony to ail ¢ivilized 
Nations, of their respect forthe principles of social orders It is 
With great rt gret that bis majesty perecives, by subsequent advices 

from his minister at Washingion, that the first excesses of general 
Jackson havis.g received no marks of disapprobation, he hed not 
hesitated to pursue his violences by forcibly taking posecssion of 
every thing within the Spanish territory, when he met with re- 


— 


dering the nature of the place and other circumstances, a refine 
‘ment of cruelty. 
It cannot be doubted that these excesses have eome to the know- 


pear that any measures have been taken to restrain them, or give 
the Spanish government the only satisfaction admissible. In this 
state of things his majesty has thought it becoming his honoy and 
that of the nation, tudirect me to renew to you, asI nowds, the 
most sulemn protest against the whole proceedings of gen. Jack- 
son, from the inoment of his entry into the Floridas; and, moreo- 
ver, tothe end that you may in like manner lay the same before 
your government, that, in consideration of the nature of the said 
injuries and acts essentially hostile, the course of the pending ne- 
sociation between the two governments shall be, aad accordingly 
is suspended and interrupted, until the government of the United 
States shall mark the eonduct of gen. Jackson in a manmer cor- 
respondent with its good faith, which appears to be no other than 
by disapproving the aforementioned excesses, giving orders to re- 
iustate every thing as it was previous to the invasion, and iofliet< 
ing a suitabie punishment on the author of such flagrant disorders. 

It is matter of great coneern to his majesty to be under the ne= 
cessity of making this declaration, which is more the neeessary ef- 
fect of the nature ofthiugs than an act of his royal will; it having 
been his constant wish and endeavor to coinbiae a suitable arrange- 


with an activity which is evident; but the impartial world cannot 
fail to admit the ‘impropriety, inthe present posture of things, of 
continuing negeciations which suppose a state of perfect political 
friendship, at the very moment when enormous injuries are com~ 
mitted, equally auprovoked and unprecedented. 

The occupation of the greater and the best part of Florida by 
the United States in 1810, by which his majesty was dispossessed, 
during his captivity, ofthe peaceful occupation of that territory, 
under pretence of claims which, even if weii foun‘ed, ought 
never to have beenenforeed by acts of violence, and the more re- 
cent invasion of Amelia Island, were acts of the same nature and 
tendency with thuse now alluded to, equally unjust in their princi- 
ple, andin like manner remonstrated and protested against by 
Spain; but as, from the mode and circumstances attending them, 
they were jess offensive, his majesty, actuated by sentiments of 
moderation, thought that he might await the period of the defini- 
tive arrangement ofthe pending ditlerences, which was speedily 
looked for. 

But nothing of the same nature has oceurred in the present case- 
No clain jo the territory invaded by gen. Jackson, whether found- 
td or untuunded, has been advanced by the American govern- 
ment. Norevolution of the inhabitants, real or supposed, offered 
a pretext. No previous aggressions by banditti, as was urged on 
the oceasion of the unjust occupation of Amctia-Island: the Spa- 
nish flag waved on the fortress of St. Marks and Pens: cola at the 
time they were attacked: and, to complete the offence, that terri- 
tory was seized on by violence, Which his majesty had offered to 
cede to the United States, in the pending negociation, by” means of 
an honorable arrangement—irom which it appears that a forcible 
occupation was preferred to a peacetul acquisition, resulting from 
the generous triendsbip of the ing. 

Itis these extraordinary cireamstances which have convinced his 
Majesty that it is incomprtible with the honor of his august cha- 
racter to pursue further negociation, until a suitable termination 
be put to an incident which, from its nature, is of primary jimport- 
ance, and Claims a preference to all other matter now treated of 
between the two governments—an incident which, from its trans 
cendant moment, is capable of producing an essential and the- 
rough change in the political relations of the two countries. 

_ At the same time, to evince the moderate and conciliatory dispo- 
sition which characterizes the conduct of the Spanish government, 
I have to add, that his majesty, in directing me to communicate 
to his minister at Washington this suspension of the neguciation, 
has likewise charged me to inform him, that in case the govern- 
ment of the United States should have given, or will give, the only 
satisfaction which is admissible in the present case, and which his 
majesty has a right to expect from the justice aud good faith of 
that government, he will be at liberty to proceed in the negociation 
which has been carried on, without being ander the necessity of 
consulting his majesty, or of awaitivg fresh instructions authoris- 
ing him to continue it. 

In making this communication to you, sir, I cannot refrain from 
expressing the deep regret I have felt at the unfortunate occur- 
rence which has thus produced au unexpected interruption, at the 
moment I flattered myself with the hope of seeing the political 


relations of the two governments established on the solid basis of 
the most perfect harmony and good understanding. 


Lreuew the assurances of my distinguished consideration, ant 
pray God to grant you many years. JOSE PIZARRO. 
Palaee, 29th August, 1818. 
Mr. Erving to Don Jose Pizarre. 
Madrid, August 31, 1818 
STR—I had the honor to recvive yesterday yeur excellency’s nor 


of the 29th insé. and shali not lose a moment in submitting a copy 
of’ it to my government. 


I eannut liut oxwress to your excelleney my sincere repret on 


seeing the determination takep by his majesty to suspend tke 


ledge of the government at Washington; but as yet it does notap- 


ment of the points in discussion betweenthe two governments, 


elstauce from the few feebic garrisons, attacked in a state of pro-| ne gociaiions in consequence of the wilitary operations of weneral 
found peace by a large foree, which their honor rendered anin-| Jackson in Florida, which regret is augaented by eo osidering 
Oispensable duty. In fine, his najesty’s territory bas been shame-! that, on the 6tn of August, when your eam ileney, after insisting at 
ful y invaded: his forts and places have been violently seized on: | large on what you considered to be the yi jleat character oud unjus- 
they garrisons made prisuners aud conveyed out of the province in} tiflable nature of those proceedings ue vertieless, ac che sane 





which they wete employed jn his majesty’s services and, on the] time, invited me to continue the adcwoviatiou, hereby aetqurestioe 
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in the desire expressed in our note of July 19th, and stating,in Rates of fare established by the steam boats on the 
reese terms, my proposal of a barrier on the western frontier of Re ye 
ouisiana: an invitation which, relying on the good faith in which Mississippn. 
it was made, and having entire confidence in the conciliatory dis- PASSAGE UP. 
positions of your exeellency, I had no hesitation to accept. M From Miles. Dolls. - 
proposal was tormally stated in my hote of August 9th to whie a 
our exceliency has‘not seen fit to replys* It ouly remajus, then,, New Orleans to Natches, 315 30 00 
that wots, and tordcclare that the aad propel roma ne Catt | Warrenton, ane 
sidered as in any sort binding pod my gaveenonan in any future The settlement at the mouth of the 
negociation. ie i i te aa river St, Francis, 354 3500 
new Ss m istingu . - ths 
BS. = to your excellency tier or ey bet coe ae at the Chickesaw a ee 
: The Little Prairie, 1045 85 00 
Miscellaneous Scraps. New Madrid, 1078 90 00 
Atanama The late enumeration of the people |The mouth of the Ohio, 1140 95 00 
of Alubuma, gives the following results. |The mouth of the Cumberland, or 
No. of free No of Smithland, 1215 100 00 
Inhabitants. Members: |Shawnee Town, 1310 = 105 06 
Madison 8780 8 Henderson, 1375 110 90 
Limestone S473 3 Shippingport, at the falls of Ohio, 1600 125 00 
Lauderdale 1698 1 Chiidren from two to ten vears old, half price.— 
Franklin 2253 2 Those under two years, one fourth. Servants half 
Lawrence 2 price. Way-passengers, 123 cents per mile. 
Cotaco 2101  - PASSAGE DOWN. 
Marion 1 From Shippenport to Henderson, $!0 
Blount 5229 3 to Shawnee ‘Town 12 60 
Tuskaloosa 2365 2 the mouth of Cumberland, 15 
*St. Clair 1 the mouth of Ohio, 20 
Shelby 3287 2 New Madrid, 22 50 
Cahawba 1031 1 Little Prairie, 25 
Marengo 1164 1 Chickasaw Bluffs, 30 
Montgomery 3464 2 St. Francis, : 33 
*Autauga 1 Warrenton, 50 
Dailas 1320 1 Natchez, 60 
Monroe 4307 4, New Orleans, 75 
Conecuh 1692 1 Passage of children and servants, reduced in the 
Clark 2674 2 same ratio 4s above. —— Way -passengers down, the 
Washington 2147 2 same as up. 
Baldwin 504 I Summary justice.—A tin pedlar at Easton, Pa. was 
Mobile 982 1 discovered to have two negro children in his cart. 
Total 45.871 da On examination, one of the little sufferers was found 


The free population of Lawrence is estimated 
at 2000, and of Marion 1000. The ratio of repre- 
sentatives in the legislature is fixed at one mem- 
ber for every 1000 free inhabitants. The ceunties 
marked with an asterisk (*) have their population 
included in the counties from which they were 
very recently taken. The flourishing town of 
Huntsville, in the northern part of the territory, is 
to be the present seat of rovernment—but it is to 
be permanently fixed at Cahawba, which we under- 
stand to be situated at the falls of the T'uskaloosa, 
and -‘lescribed as a very healthy situation, at the 
head of the navigation, and abounding with springs 
of water, 

The following is total amount of sonls in the Ala- 
bama territory, agreably to the late census. 
White males over 21 years, 9974 
White males under 21 years, 14.749 
White females over 21 years, 7549 
White females under 21 years, 13,599 

Total of whites, 
Free people of color, 339 

Total of slaves, 21,384 | 
Total of inhabitants, 67,694 | 

No returns from Lawrence and Marien counties. | 

The legislature of the territory was recently in | 
session, during which a number of important laws) 
were passed. 

Alabama College. The tract of land granted by | 

cO1/r-ss, for tbe support of a college in this terri- 
tory. ..s been designated by the secretary of the 
treasury. It contains 20,000 acres, adjoining tie 
Tennessee river, and is “moderately calculated” | 
as being worth half a million of dollars. 








ito have been crammed in in such a manner, that 
this ear was rubbed off! The people indignantly 
irose and cut off the fellow’s car. Tam no advo- 
‘cate for the violation of the laws, but from my 


heart I can’t feel sorry for him.—Village Recorder. 


* Steam batteries.—The navy commission ers have 
agreed with Messrs. Robert WM’ Queen and Co. pro- 
pristors of the Columbian foundery and steam en- 
gine manufactory, of this city, for the engine and 
machinery for a new steam frigate, which govern- 
ment have authorised to be built under the ifaw for 
the gradual increase of the navy. 

The model of the vessel they have had prepared, 
and which has been forwarded to the commussion- 
ers, is entirely different from the Fulton battery, 
and will possess ali the qualities of ordinary ships 
of war.—N. ¥. Nut. Ad. 





Paintings.—Mr. West’s picture of “Death on the 


Pale Horse;” also, “Christ Rejected,” and “St, 
Peter’s First Sermon,” are now exhibiting in Lof- 
45,871, 


don to crowded assemblies. Se 

It is a fact that during the first year’s exhibition 
in Philadelphia, of Mr. West’s painting, of Christ 
Healing the sick, 33,U00 persons visited it. : 

The Boston Pailadium says, “colonel Trumbull’s 
painting of the declaration of independence has 
been removed to the southward.—The receipts for 
the three wecks it was exhibited in Boston, were 
$1701.” 
_ Gen. Stark.—The late act of congress settles a 
p-nsio. of sixty dollars per month, to commence 
in August, 1817, on this venerable soldier of the 
revolution. He is now in his QYlst year, in good 
health, but with a memory impaired, 





